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A new critical facility was not available for the 2014 plan update. The existing data (used in previous plan 
updates) was used for this effort. However, the planning team did work to identify potential sites of concern 
during the planning process. New sites are noted in the table below. Data was not available to determine if 
specific buildings resided in hazard areas for all hazards. Hazards that were analyzed include:

•	 Sea level rise (SLR)
•	 Flood plains A/AE 100-year/1.0-percent annual chance flood & V/VE zones
•	 Landslide
•	 Earthquake
•	 Tsunami
•	 Coastal erosion.

Refer to Chapter 4: Risk Assessment, for a complete description of the methodology and data sources used for 
each hazards. The table below lists the critical facilities and indicates whether or not the critical facility is at risk 
to hazards.

Tutuila Critical Facilities 
Tutuila critical facilities have a combined estimated value of $1,225,730,003. 

Facility Type Name Village Ownership Value (Est.)
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Critical Facilities

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Aasu $360,000    X   

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Aasu $360,000    X   

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Afono $288,000 X   X X  

Church/Shelter Catholic Hall Alao $580,000 X   X X  

Church/Shelter Catholic Hall Alao $580,000 X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Amanave $480,000 X    X X

Church/Shelter CCCAS Amanave $480,000 X    X X

Church/Shelter CCCAS Amanave $480,000 X    X X

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Amaua $616,000 X   X X X

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Amaua $616,000 X   X X X

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Amouli $560,000 X   X X X

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Aoa $781,500 X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Aoa $781,500 X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Aoloau $792,000    X   

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Aoloau $792,000    X   

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Aoloau $792,000    X   

APPENDIX D - Critical Facility Analysis

Table 1 Tutuila 
Critical Facility 
Analysis



April 2015 409DRAFT

Facility Type Name Village Ownership Value (Est.)
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Church/Shelter CCCAS Asili $760,000    X X X

Church/Shelter CCCAS Asili $760,000    X X X

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Auasi $318,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Auasi $318,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter LDS Church Auto $210,000   X   X X X

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Fagaalu $360,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter
CCCAS 
Church

Fagamalo $572,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter
CCCAS 
Church

Fagamalo $572,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Fagasa $784,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Fagasa $784,000      X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Fagatogo $288,000      X X  

Church/Shelter
Methodist 
Hall

Fagatogo $712,500   X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Malaeloa $861,000      X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Malaeloa $861,000      X X  

Church/Shelter LDS Church Mapusaga $966,000      X   

Church/Shelter LDS Church Mapusaga $966,000      X   

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Masausi $120,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter
Methodist 
Hall

Nuuuli-tai $303,900   X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Onenoa $162,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Sailele $486,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter
CCCAS 
Maota Tina

Tafuna $714,000      X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Taputimu $852,000      X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Taputimu $852,000      X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Tula $594,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Tula $594,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Tula $594,000      X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Tula $594,000      X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Utumea $560,000   X   X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Vailoatai $460,000      X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Vaitogi $528,000      X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Vaitogi $528,000      X X  

Church/Shelter CCCAS Hall Vatia $360,000   X   X X X

Commercial
VCS Samoa 
Packing Co

Atuu $16,382,320   X   X X  

Commercial
Star Kist 
Samoa Co.

Satala $17,909,360   X   X X  
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Facility Type Name Village Ownership Value (Est.)
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Commercial
Star Kist 
Samoa Co.

Satala $17,909,360      X X  

Communications
KSBS Radio 
Station

Fagaalu A. Sene $384,000      X X  

Communications
American 
Samoa Telec

Fagatogo ASG $960,000   X   X X  

Communications KVZK-TV Fagatogo ASG $650,000       X X  

Communications
KKHJ Radio 
Station

Pago Pago  X X X   X X  

Communications
Blue Sky 
Company

Tafuna $400,000       X X  

Fire
Sub-station 
East

Fagaitua ASG $288,000    X   X X X

Fire
DPS Fire 
Division

Fagatogo ASG $150,000    X   X X  

Fire
DPS Fire 
Division

Fagatogo ASG $150,000    X   X X  

Fire Fire Station
Tualatai/
Leone

X      X   

Fire Fire Station
Tualauta/
Nu'uuli

X      X X  

Fuel Storage
Airport Tank 
Farm

PPG 
Airport

$7,000,000    X   X X  

Fuel Storage
Airport Tank 
Farm

PPG 
Airport

$7,000,000   X   X X  

Fuel Storage
Airport Tank 
Farm

PPG 
Airport

$7,000,000   X   X X  

Fuel Storage
Airport Tank 
Farm

PPG 
Airport

$7,000,000   X   X X  

Fuel Storage
Airport Tank 
Farm

PPG 
Airport

$7,000,000   X   X X  

Fuel Storage
Airport Tank 
Farm

PPG 
Airport

$7,000,000   X   X X  

Fuel Storage
Airport Tank 
Farm

PPG 
Airport

$7,000,000   X   X X  

Fuel Storage
Airport Tank 
Farm

PPG 
Airport

$7,000,000   X   X X  

Fuel Storage
Airport Tank 
Farm

PPG 
Airport

$7,000,000   X   X X  

Government
ASG Gov.'t 
Bldgs.

Fagatogo ASG $14,000,000   X   X X  

Government
ASG Gov.'t 
Bldgs.

Fagatogo ASG $14,000,000   X   X X  

Government
ASG Gov.'t 
Bldgs.

Fagatogo ASG $14,000,000   X   X X  
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Government
ASG Gov.'t 
Bldgs.

Fagatogo ASG $14,000,000   X   X X  

Government
ASG Gov.'t 
Bldgs.

Fagatogo ASG $14,000,000   X   X X  

Government
ASG Gov.'t 
Bldgs.

Fagatogo ASG $14,000,000   X   X X  

Government
ASG Gov.'t 
Bldgs.

Fagatogo ASG $14,000,000   X   X X  

Government
ASG Gov.'t 
Bldgs.

Fagatogo ASG $14,000,000   X   X X  

Government
ASG Gov.'t 
Bldgs.

Fagatogo ASG $14,000,000   X   X X  

Government
Governors 
House

Fagatogo       X  

Government High Court Fagatogo $1,452,328   X   X X  

Government District Court Pago Pago $54,349  X X   X X  

Government
New District 
Court

Pago Pago   X    X  

Government
Temco and 
DMV

Tafuna $349,080   X   X X  

Government
Dept of 
Education

Utulei      X X  

Government
Faletusi 
Library

Utulei $960,000      X X  

Government LT Gov House Utulei   X   X X  

Government
Samoan 
Affairs

Utulei $550,000      X X  

Hospital
LBJ Tropical 
Medical

Fagaalu ASG $18,836,193      X X  

Hospital
LBJ Tropical 
Medical

Fagaalu ASG $18,836,193      X X  

Hospital
LBJ Tropical 
Medical

Fagaalu ASG $18,836,193      X X  

Hospital
LBJ Tropical 
Medical

Fagaalu ASG $18,836,193      X X  

Hospital 2 Hospital Saole X      X X X

Police
Faqaitua Sub-
station

Fagaitua ASG $144,000   X   X X X

Police
DPS Central 
Station

Fagatogo ASG $770,414   X   X X  

Processing Site
Samoa 
Packing

Atuu $16,382,320   X   X X  

Processing Site
Star Kist 
Samoa

Atuu $17,909,360   X   X X  
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Facility Type Name Village Ownership Value (Est.)
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Processing Site
Samoa Seiner 
Suppls

Container 
Dock

      X  

School/Shelter
Alofau 
Elementary

Alofau ASG $745,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Alofau 
Elementary

Alofau ASG $745,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Alofau 
Elementary

Alofau ASG $745,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Alofau 
Elementary

Alofau ASG $745,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Alofau 
Elementary

Alofau ASG $745,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Alofau 
Elementary

Alofau ASG $745,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Alofau 
Elementary

Alofau ASG $745,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Alofau 
Elementary

Alofau ASG $745,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Alofau 
Elementary

Alofau ASG $745,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Alofau 
Elementary

Alofau ASG $745,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Aua 
Elementary

Aua ASG $1,500,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter
Aua 
Elementary

Aua ASG $1,500,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter
Aua 
Elementary

Aua ASG $1,500,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter
Aua 
Elementary

Aua ASG $1,500,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter
Aua 
Elementary

Aua ASG $1,500,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter
Aua 
Elementary

Aua ASG $1,500,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Aua 
Elementary

Aua ASG $1,500,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Aua 
Elementary

Aua ASG $1,500,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Aua 
Elementary

Aua ASG $1,500,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Aua 
Elementary

Aua ASG $1,500,000      X X  

School/Shelter Faqaitua High Fagaitua ASG $1,750,000   X   X X X

School/Shelter Faqaitua High Fagaitua ASG $1,750,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter Faqaitua High Fagaitua ASG $1,750,000   X   X X  



April 2015 413DRAFT

Facility Type Name Village Ownership Value (Est.)

N
ew

 fo
r 2

01
4

1ft
 S

LR

3ft
 S

LR

A
/A

E 
FP

V
/V

E 
FP

H
ig

h 
La

nd
lid

e 
Ri

sk

H
ig

h 
Ea

rt
hq

ua
ke

 
Ri

sk

Ts
un

am
i R

isk

C
oa

st
al

 E
ro

sio
n

School/Shelter Faqaitua High Fagaitua ASG $1,750,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter Faqaitua High Fagaitua ASG $1,750,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter Faqaitua High Fagaitua ASG $1,750,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter Faqaitua High Fagaitua ASG $1,750,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter Faqaitua High Fagaitua ASG $1,750,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Illiili 
Elementary

Iliili ASG $1,250,000      X   

School/Shelter
Laulii 
Elementary

Laulii ASG $545,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter
Laulii 
Elementary

Laulii ASG $545,000   X   X X  

School/Shelter
Laulii 
Elementary

Laulii ASG $545,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Laulii 
Elementary

Laulii ASG $545,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Laulii 
Elementary

Laulii ASG $545,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Laulii 
Elementary

Laulii ASG $545,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Laulii 
Elementary

Laulii ASG $545,000      X X  
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Facility Type Name Village Ownership Value (Est.)
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School/Shelter Leone High Leone ASG $1,960,000      X   

School/Shelter Leone High Leone ASG $1,960,000      X   

School/Shelter Leone High Leone ASG $1,960,000      X   

School/Shelter
Masefau 
Elementary

Masefau ASG $675,000  X X   X X X

School/Shelter
Masefau 
Elementary

Masefau ASG $675,000  X X   X X X

School/Shelter
Masefau 
Elementary

Masefau ASG $675,000  X X   X X X

School/Shelter
Masefau 
Elementary

Masefau ASG $675,000   X   X  X

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Manulele 
Elementary

Nuuuli-uta ASG $940,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  
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School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pago Pago 
Elementary

Pago Pago ASG $1,400,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  
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School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Pavaiai 
Elementary

Pavaiai ASG $2,650,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000   X   X X X

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000   X   X X X

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000      X X X

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000      X X X

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000      X X X

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000      X X X

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000      X X  

School/Shelter
Seetaqa 
Elementary

Seetaga ASG $520,000      X X  

School/Shelter Samoana High Utulei ASG $1,055,000      X X  

School/Shelter Samoana High Utulei ASG $1,055,000      X X  

School/Shelter Samoana High Utulei ASG $1,055,000      X X  

School/Shelter Samoana High Utulei ASG $1,055,000      X X  

School/Shelter Samoana High Utulei ASG $1,055,000      X X  

School/Shelter Samoana High Utulei ASG $1,055,000      X X  

School/Shelter Samoana High Utulei ASG $1,055,000      X X  

School/Shelter Samoana High Utulei ASG $1,055,000      X X  

School/Shelter Samoana High Utulei ASG $1,055,000      X X  
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School/Shelter Samoana High Utulei ASG $1,055,000      X X  

Transportation
Container 
Dock

Fagatogo ASG $18,131,380   X   X X  

Transportation
InterIsland 
Ferry T.

Fagatogo ASG $400,000   X   X X  

Transportation
PPG Intern. 
Airport

Tafuna ASG $69,080,080      X X  

Transportation
PPG Intern. 
Airport

Tafuna ASG $69,080,080      X X  

Transportation
PPG Intern. 
Airport

Tafuna ASG $69,080,080      X X  

Transportation
PPG Intern. 
Airport

Tafuna ASG $69,080,080      X X  

Transportation
PPG Intern. 
Airport

Tafuna ASG $69,080,080      X X  

Transportation
PPG Intern. 
Airport

Tafuna ASG $69,080,080      X X  

Transportation
PPG Intern. 
Airport

Tafuna ASG $69,080,080      X X  

Utilities
ASPA Tafuna 
Plant

Tafuna ASG $18,000,000      X X  

Utilities
ASPA Tafuna 
Plant

Tafuna ASG $18,000,000      X X  

Utilities
ASPA Tafuna 
Plant

Tafuna ASG $18,000,000      X X  

Utilities
ASPA Tafuna 
Plant

Tafuna ASG $18,000,000      X X  

Utilities
ASPA Tafuna 
Plant

Tafuna ASG $18,000,000      X X  

Utilities
ASPA Tafuna 
Plant

Tafuna ASG $18,000,000      X X  

Utilities
ASPA Tafuna 
Plant

Tafuna ASG $18,000,000      X X  

Utilities
ASPA Tafuna 
Plant

Tafuna ASG $18,000,000      X X  

Utilities
ASPA Tafuna 
Plant

Tafuna ASG $18,000,000      X X  

Utilities
ASPA Tafuna 
Plant

Tafuna ASG $18,000,000      X X  

ASTCA INFRASTRUCTURE

50 Ft Pole
Afono Mafa 

Site
Afono X     X    

50 Ft Pole Airport Site Tafuna X      X X  

60 Ft Alofau Alofau X     X X X  

N/A Alofau Alofau X     X X X  
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Facility Type Name Village Ownership Value (Est.)
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Bldg Alofau Alofau X     X X X  

DCO Bldg Alofau Alofau X     X X X  

DCO Bldg Alofau Aolofau X     X X X  

60 Ft Alofau Alofau X     X X X  

50 Ft Pole Aoa Mafa Site Aoa X     X X X  

DCO Bldg Aunuu Aunuu X   X    X  

110 Ft Aunuu Aunuu X   X    X  

DCO Bldg Aunuu Aunuu X   X    X  

110 Ft Aunuu Aunuu X   X    X  

110 Ft Breakers Point Laulii X       X X

110 Ft Breakers Point Laulii X       X X

DCO Bldg Breakers Point Laulii X       X X

DCO Bldg Breakers Point Laulii X       X X

40 Ft Fagaitua Fagaitua X   X   X X  

DCO Bldg Fagaitua Fagaitua X   X   X X  

50 Ft Pole
Fagasa Mafa 
Site

Fagasa X         

30 Ft Fagatogo Fagatogo X      X X  

DCO Bldg Fagatogo Fagatogo X      X X  

50 Ft Fagatogo Fagatogo X      X X  

50 Ft Fagatogo Fagatogo X      X X  

N/A Fagatogo Fagatogo X   X   X X  

BTS Bldg Fagatogo 5e Fagatogo X     X X X  

50 Ft Pole Faleniu Site Faleniu X   X   X X  

100ft Fitiuta Fitiuta X       X  

140 Ft Iliili Iliili X      X X  

35 Ft Iliili Iliili X      X X  

140 Ft Iliili Iliili X      X X  

DCO Bldg Iliili Iliili X      X X  

DCO Bldg Iliili Iliili X      X X  

50 Ft Leone Leone X      X X  

25 Ft Pole Matuu Site Matuu X   X  X  X X

DCO Bldg New Leone Leone X      X   

DCO Bldg New Leone Leone X      X   

N/A New Leone Leone X      X   

N/A New Leone Leone X      X   

N/A Nuuuli Nuuuli X   X   X X  

50 Ft Olotele Aoloau X      X   

110 Ft Olotele Aoloau X      X   

50 Ft Olotele Aoloau X      X   

40 Ft Olotele Aoloau X      X   
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25 Ft Olotele Aoloau X      X   

30 Ft Olotele Aoloau X      X   

50 Ft Pole
Onenoa Tank 
Site

Onenoa X     X X X  

50 Ft Pole
Poloa Tank 
Site

Poloa X         

110 Ft Satala Satala X      X X  

110 Ft Satala Satala X      X X  

DCO Bldg Satala Satala X      X X  

DCO Bldg Satala Satala X      X X  

110 Ft Tafuna Nuuuli X      X X  

DCO Bldg Tafuna Nuuuli X      X X  

DCO Bldg Tafuna Nuuuli X      X X  

110 Ft Tafuna Nuuuli X      X X  

N/A Tafuna Tafuna X      X X  

N/A Tafuna Tafuna X      X X  

N/A Tafuna Tafuna X      X X  

40 Ft Taputimu Taputimu X      X X  

140 Ft Taputimu Taputimu X      X X  

DCO Bldg Taputimu Taputimu X      X X  

DCO Bldg Taputimu Taputimu X      X X  

140 Ft Taputimu Taputimu X      X X  

50 Ft Pole
Utulei Print 
Shop Site

Utulei X   X   X X  

Assembly Areas

1 1 Pago Pago X     X X X  

2 2 Pago Pago X     X X X  

3 3 Pago Pago X     X X X  

4 4 Fagatogo X     X X X  

5 5 Anua X     X X X  

6 6 Atuu X     X  X  

7 7 Fagatogo X     X  X  

8 8 Fagaalu X     X  X  

9 9 Fagaalu X     X  X  

10 10 Utulei X     X X X  

11 11 Aua X     X X X  

12 12 Laulii X     X  X X

13 13 Fatumafuti X       X  

14 14 Leone X   X   X X  

15 15 Leone X       X  

16 16 Amaluia X       X X

17 17 Amaluia X       X X
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18 18 Asili X       X  

19 19 Afao X      X X  

20 20 Afao X     X  X X

21 21
Utumea 
West

X     X  X X

22 22 Amanave X     X  X  

23 23 Poloa X       X  

24 24 Fagalii X       X  

25 25 Maloata X       X  

26 26 Fagamalo X     X  X  

Tsunami Sirens

1 1 Leloaloa X      X X X

2 2 Laulii X       X X

3 3 Auto X       X  

4 4 Pago Pago X  X    X X  

5 5 Utulei X      X X  

6 6 Fagaalu X      X X  

7 7 Faganeanea X     X  X X

8 8 Nu'uuli X      X X X

9 9 Nu'uuli X      X X  

10 10 Fagatogo X      X X X

11 11 Aumi X     X  X X

12 12 Alofau X      X X X

13 13 Amouli X      X X X

14 14 Alao X      X X  

15 15 Tula X      X X  

16 16 Onenoa X      X X  

17 17 Aoa X      X X  

18 18 Saiele X      X X  

19 19 Masefau X  X    X X  

20 20 Vatia X      X X X

21 21 Afona X      X X  

22 22 Fagasa X      X X  

23 23 Tafuna X      X X  

24 24 Tafuna X      X X  

25 25 Leone X      X   

26 26 Leone X      X X  

27 27 Leone X      X X  

28 28 Amaluia X      X X X

29 29 Asili X      X X X

30 30 Afao X      X X X
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31 31 Nua X      X X X

32 32 Agugulu X      X X  

33 33 Amanave X      X X X

34 34 Poloa X     X  X X

35 35 Fagalii X       X  

36 36 Fagamalo X      X X  

43 43 Vaitogi X      X X  

Safe Zones

1 East Tutuila X X X       

2 Nua/Afao X X X       

3 Maloata X X X       

4 Fagamalo X X X       

Ta’u Critical Facilities 
Ta’u critical facilities did not include value estimates. 
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Critical Facilities

Church/Shelter Church Luma      X

Church/Shelter Church Luma   X   X

Church/Shelter LMS Church Leusoalii      X

Church/Shelter LMS Church Luma   X   X

Commercial
Amerika 
Samoa Bank

Maia      X

Commercial
Niumata 
Hotel

Luma   X   X

Commercial
Pay-n-Save 
Retail and 
Grocery Store

Luma   X   X

Commercial Salisa Store Luma   X   X

Commercial Store Maia      X

Commercial Store Luma   X   X

Commercial Store Luma   X   X

Commercial Store Luma   X   X

Commercial
U'u Gaoa 
Store

Luma   X    

Fuel Tank ASPA Tanks Faleasao    X  X

Government ASPA Faleasao   X   X

Government ASPA Faleasao   X X  X

Government ASPA Faleasao    X  X

Government DPW Siufaga   X X  X

Government DPW Faleasao    X  X

Government

Manuatele 
Criminal 
Justice 
Planning 
Agency

Luma       

Government

United States 

Post Office & 

Store

Faleasao      X

Hospital Hospital Luma   X   X

School/Shelter

Early 

Childhood 

Education

Luma   X   X

School/Shelter

Faleasao 

Elementary 

School

Faleasao   X   X



April 2015 423DRAFT

Facility Type Name Village Ownership Value (Est.)

N
ew

 fo
r 2

01
4

1ft
 S

LR

3ft
 S

LR

A
/A

E 
FP

V
/V

E 
FP

H
ig

h 
La

nd
lid

e 
Ri

sk

H
ig

h 
Ea

rt
hq

ua
ke

 
Ri

sk

Ts
un

am
i R

isk

C
oa

st
al

 E
ro

sio
n

School/Shelter

Faleasao 

Elementary 

School

Faleasao      X

School/Shelter

Faleasao 

Elementary 

School

Faleasao      X

School/Shelter

Faleasao 

Elementary 

School

Faleasao      X

School/Shelter

Faleasao 

Elementary 

School

Faleasao   X X  X

School/Shelter

Faleasao 

Elementary 

School

Faleasao   X   X

School/Shelter
Manu'a High 

School
Luma       

School/Shelter
Manu'a High 

School
Luma       

School/Shelter
Manu'a High 

School
Luma       

School/Shelter
Manu'a High 

School
Luma       

School/Shelter
Manu'a High 

School
Luma       

School/Shelter

Manu'a 

High School 

Gymnasium

Luma       

School/Shelter

Manu'a High 

School Locker 

Room

Luma       

School/Shelter
Matasaua 

School
Leusoalii      X

School/Shelter
Matasaua 

School
Leusoalii      X

School/Shelter
Matasaua 

School
Leusoalii      X

School/Shelter
Matasaua 

School
Leusoalii      X

Transportation
Aiport 

Terminal
Maia      X
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Unknown Unknown Luma   X   X

Tsunami Sirens

37 37
Siufaga 

(Ta'u)
X      X

38 38
Luma 

(Ta'u)
X    X  X

39 39
Faleasao 

(Ta'u)
X      X

40 40
Leusoalii 

(Ta'u)
X       

41 41 Olosega X       

42 42 Ofu X      X

ASTCA Infrastructure

130 Ft Tau Tau X      X

130 Ft Tau Tau X      X

DCO Bldg Tau Tau X      X

DCO Bldg Tau Tau X      X

60 Ft Ofu Ofu X      X

DCO Bldg Ofu Ofu X      X

DCO Bldg Ofu Ofu X      X

60 Ft Ofu Ofu X      X

40 Ft Pole Ofu Site Ofu X      X

30 Ft Pole Olosega Site Olosega X       
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APPENDIX E - Mitigation Project Powerpoint Presentations

6/30/2014

6/30/2014
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6/30/2014
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7/13/2014

7/13/2014
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APPENDIX F - Mitigation Project Worksheets

American Samoa Power Authority
Faga’alu Booster Station
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Pago Water Booster Station Mitigation
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Weather Proof Sewage Lift Stations
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Tafuna Wastewater Treatment Plant
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Water Wells Mitigation
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Water Tanks Mitigation
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American Samoa Telecommunications Authority
Afono Pass to Blue Sky Tower U/G Communications Lines
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Amouli to Aoa U/G Communications Lines
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Fagaitua,Masefau,Masausi,Sailele U/G Comm. Lines
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Leone to Poloa U/G Communications Lines
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Aunu’u Tower Replacement Parts
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Lauli’I/Breaker’s Point Tower Replacement Parts
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Manu’a Islands U/G Comm. Lines
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Department of Homeland Security
Wind Shutters EOC Project
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Department of Commerce
Mapping Project
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Department of Parks and Recreation
This project was proposed in 2011. It has yet to be completed and has been resubmitted for 2014.

Vaipito stream revetment: Existing revetment 100ft in from stream mouth up to behind Pago Plaza
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Department of Public Works
#1 Rockfall: Rte.009 (Utumea, Poloa, Amanave)
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#3 Amouli Stream Mitigation Project Ofu, Manu’a
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#2 Landslide: Rte.6 (Afono,Masefau), Rte.1 (Matuu,Gataivai)
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#4 Leone Village Road
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#5 Happy Valley Road Drainage



April 2015 469DRAFT

#6 Pava’ia’I Elementary
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#7 Electrical Upgrades Campus Grounds Drainage 10 Schools
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#8 Ugrading of DPW-M&O Building
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Environmental Protection Agency
Landslide Early Warning System - Faga’alu Pilot Project
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High Court

High Court Building Elevation
This project was proposed in 2011. It is resubmitted for 2014. However, instead of relocating the building, the 
High Court recommends that the building be elevated.
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High	
  Court	
  	
  

High	
  Court	
  Building	
  Elevation	
  

This	
  project	
  was	
  proposed	
  in	
  2011.	
  It	
  is	
  resubmitted	
  for	
  2014.	
  However,	
  instead	
  of	
  relocating	
  the	
  building,	
  the	
  
High	
  Court	
  recommends	
  that	
  the	
  building	
  be	
  elevated.	
  

Jurisdiction:	
   Fagatogo,	
  American	
  Samoa	
   Agency/Organization:	
   Judicial	
  Branch-­‐ASG	
  

Project	
  Title:	
   Contact	
  Person:	
   SANDY	
  ILAOA	
  

High	
  Court	
  and	
  District	
  Court	
  Relocation	
   Phone:	
   684-­‐633-­‐4156	
  

e-­‐mail:	
   sandyilaoa@gmail.com	
  

Hazard(s):	
   Flood,	
  Hurricane,	
  Cyclone,	
  Tsunami,	
  Storm	
  Surge,	
  Heavy	
  Rainfall	
  

Flood	
  Zone:	
   VE	
   Base	
  Flood	
  
Elevation:	
  

7-­‐8	
  ft	
   Erosion	
  Rate:	
   	
  

	
  

Critical	
  Facility/Population/Asset	
  at	
  Risk:	
  

ASG-­‐	
  DISTRICT	
  COURT,	
  HIGH	
  COURT,	
  AMERICAN	
  SAMOA	
  TELECOMMUNICATIONS	
  AUTHORITY	
  

Public	
  Facilities-­‐CCCAS	
  OF	
  FAGATOGO,	
  	
  

Businesses-­‐Numerous	
  Retail	
  and	
  Convenience	
  Stores.	
  

The	
  Church	
  is	
  a	
  critical	
  facility	
  as	
  it	
  serves	
  as	
  shelter	
  during	
  times	
  of	
  disaster.	
  

Environmental	
  Impact:	
   Historical	
  Preservation	
  Impact:	
  

High	
  x	
   Medium	
   Low	
  

	
  

High	
  x	
   Medium	
  	
   Low	
  	
  

Risk	
  of	
  Hazard	
  Impact:	
   Importance	
  to	
  Protection	
  of	
  Life	
  and	
  Property	
  
and	
  Recovery	
  from	
  Disaster:	
  

High	
  x	
   Medium	
   Low	
   High	
  x	
   Medium	
  	
   Low	
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Estimated	
  Cost	
  of	
  Project:	
   Project	
  Period	
  (duration):	
  

$2,750,000.00	
   3	
  YEARS	
  

Value	
  of	
  Structure	
  or	
  Facility:	
   TMK:	
  

	
   	
  

Estimated	
  Value	
  of	
  Facility	
  Contents:	
   	
  

	
   	
  

Sources	
  of	
  Financial	
  Support:	
   	
  

	
  

Project	
  Objectives:	
  	
   	
  

• Mitigate	
  damages	
  caused	
  by	
  future	
  disasters.	
  
• Avoid	
  impairment	
  following	
  disaster.	
  
• Preservation	
  of	
  significant	
  legal	
  and	
  historic	
  documents.	
  
• Secure	
  a	
  safe	
  and	
  secure	
  structure	
  and	
  location	
  to	
  accommodate	
  the	
  needs	
  and	
  

requirements	
  of	
  the	
  High	
  Court	
  and	
  District	
  Court	
  to	
  maintain	
  fair	
  and	
  just	
  services	
  
without	
  variance.	
  

Project	
  Description:	
  

	
  

Relocate	
  court	
  operations.	
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Office	
  of	
  Public	
  Information	
  	
  

Public	
  Information	
  Building	
  Hardening	
  and	
  Renovations	
  

This	
  project	
  was	
  previously	
  submitted	
  for	
  the	
  2011	
  Mitigation	
  Plan	
  update.	
  It	
  has	
  been	
  resubmitted	
  for	
  
consideration	
  2014.	
  

Jurisdiction:	
   Utulei,	
  American	
  Samoa	
   Agency/Organization:	
   DEPT	
  OF	
  PUBLIC	
  
INFORMATION	
  

Project	
  Title:	
   Contact	
  Person:	
   JEFF	
  ALWIN	
  

PUBLIC	
  INFORMATIONS	
  BUILDING	
  HARDENING	
  
AND	
  RENOVATIONS	
  

Phone:	
   684-­‐633-­‐4191	
  

e-­‐mail:	
   alwin@samoatelco.c
om	
  

Hazard(s):	
   Flood,	
  Hurricane,	
  Cyclone,	
  Tsunami,	
  Storm	
  Surge,	
  Heavy	
  Rainfall	
  

Flood	
  Zone:	
   	
   Base	
  Flood	
  Elevation:	
   	
   Erosion	
  Rate:	
   	
  

	
  

Critical	
  Facility/Population/Asset	
  at	
  Risk:	
  

ASG-­‐	
  DEPT	
  OF	
  PUBLIC	
  INFORMATION	
  (KVZK	
  TV	
  STATION),	
  DEPT	
  OF	
  EDUCATION,	
  REX	
  E.	
  LEE	
  
AUDITORIUM,	
  LT.	
  GOVERNOR’S	
  RESIDENCE.	
  

Public	
  Facilities-­‐SAMOANA	
  HIGH	
  SCHOOL,	
  SADIE’S	
  BY	
  THE	
  SEA	
  HOTEL	
  	
  

Businesses-­‐SADIE’S	
  BY	
  THE	
  SEA	
  HOTEL	
  &	
  RESTAURANT	
  

The	
  High	
  School	
  is	
  a	
  critical	
  facility	
  as	
  it	
  serves	
  as	
  shelter	
  during	
  times	
  of	
  disaster.	
  

	
  

Environmental	
  Impact:	
   Historical	
  Preservation	
  Impact:	
  

High	
  	
   Medium	
  x	
   Low	
  

	
  

High	
  x	
   Medium	
  	
   Low	
  	
  

Office of Public Information 

Public Information Building Hardening and Renovations
This project was previously submitted for the 2011 Mitigation Plan update. It has been resubmitted for 
consideration 2014.



April 2015 481DRAFT

	
  

August	
  2014	
   180	
  
	
  

	
  
Territory	
  of	
  American	
  Samoa	
  Multi-­‐Hazard	
  Mitigation	
  Plan	
  

	
  
	
   	
  

Risk	
  of	
  Hazard	
  Impact:	
   Importance	
  to	
  Protection	
  of	
  Life	
  and	
  Property	
  
and	
  Recovery	
  from	
  Disaster:	
  

High	
  x	
   Medium	
   Low	
  

	
  

High	
  x	
   Medium	
  	
   Low	
  

Estimated	
  Cost	
  of	
  Project:	
   Project	
  Period	
  (duration):	
  

$4,500,000.00	
   4	
  YEARS	
  

Value	
  of	
  Structure	
  or	
  Facility:	
   TMK:	
  

$2,904,000.00	
   	
  

Estimated	
  Value	
  of	
  Facility	
  Contents:	
   	
  

$2,000,000.00	
   	
  

Sources	
  of	
  Financial	
  Support:	
   	
  

	
   	
  

Project	
  Objectives:	
  	
   	
  

• Mitigate	
  damages	
  caused	
  by	
  future	
  disasters.	
  
• Avoid	
  impairment	
  following	
  disaster.	
  
• Preservation	
  of	
  significant	
  historical	
  contents.	
  
• Secure	
  a	
  safe	
  and	
  secure	
  structure	
  and	
  location	
  to	
  accommodate	
  the	
  communication	
  

needs	
  to	
  the	
  public.	
  
Project	
  Description:	
  

	
  

• Dismantle	
  and	
  uninstall	
  existing	
  television	
  equipment	
  and	
  move	
  to	
  safe	
  storage	
  facility;	
  
construct	
  Temporary	
  MCR.	
  

• Move	
  all	
  contents	
  to	
  temporary	
  location.	
  
• Repair	
  Building,	
  Harden	
  walls,	
  and	
  Restructure	
  interior	
  of	
  building	
  to	
  accommodate.	
  
• Reinstall	
  all	
  dismantled	
  equipment.	
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Department of Port Administration Projects

Fuel Farm Relocation
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Runway Shoreline Protection
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APPENDIX G - Mitigation Success Stories and Updates since 2011

Satala Power Plant
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Fagaitua High School Drainage Project
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APPENDIX H - Additional Mitigation Success Stories

*Projects Completed but not part of the 2011 Mitigation Plan

Route 009-Leone
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Airport Road Reconstruction
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Capital Improvements and Projects
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APPENDIX I - Solar Installation articles

PAGO PAGO, AMERICAN SAMOA (April 10, 2012)—SunWize Technologies, Inc., a leading 
provider of sustainable energy solutions, recently completed the largest solar installation on the 
island of American Samoa in the South Pacific.

Backed by the United States Department of Energy and the American Samoa Power Authority 
(ASPA), the new 1.75-MW solar electric system took over five months to install. The installation 
marks a new beginning for the ASPA and the people it serves. American Samoa was completely 
dependent on diesel generators for all electrical power, but the new PV solar installation will 
help alleviate that dependency by providing a much-needed ‘green’ energy resource. ASPA is still 
working to obtain additional funding to install more of these clean, renewable energy sources in 
the near future.”

The ASPA’s PV system consists of 7,308 Sharp solar panels in a fixed, ground-mount system—
one of the largest of its kind anywhere in the South Pacific. Because land is at a premium in 
American Samoa, the new system was installed near the airport on a 3.93-acre site and 1.3 
overflow site.

The ASPA project faced challenges in addition to the island’s remote location. Because the 
installation site is located a mere 1,100 feet from the ocean, SunWize had to engineer a custom, 
hot-dip galvanized racking system to withstand the extremely corrosive ocean air. The potential 
for 150-mile-per-hour typhoon-force winds required SunWize to secure this racking system 
with special footings that could be installed even with the island’s volcanic rock soil and limited 
concrete resources. During the project’s installation phase, SunWize hired a number of local 
subcontractors, employing 50 Samoans to assist with a variety of tasks.

Even though they had to manage a number of complex situations, the Sunwize team knew that 
the project’s eventual results would be extremely positive. American Samoa’s location near the 
equator receives over 1000 watts per square meter at peak hours of the day, an amount that’s ideal 
for solar. The availability of solar energy may also lower American Samoa’s electrical rates in 
the future. Residents and business owners currently pay around $0.40 per kilowatt; however, 75 
percent of that amount goes toward a fuel surcharge that the ASPA must pay its diesel suppliers.

“The two power plants operated in parallel until September 29, 2009, when a devastating 
tsunami destroyed the Satala power plant located inside Pago Pago harbor, taking out about 60% 
of ASPA’s generation capacity. A temporary power station is now in place at Satala providing 
power from containerized generators. The ASPA through assistance from FEMA is planning 
the construction of a new replacement Satala power plant. The Tafuna plant and the temporary 
Satala plant are still operating independently until a planned Tie-line system for Satala is 
installed; this will allow the two plants to once again operate in parallel.
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In April 2012, ASPA commissioned its Photovoltaic (PV) Solar Powered Systems located at two 
sites at the Pago Pago International Airport. The total PV system capacity is 1.754MW-DC, or 
1.527MW-AC. The total project cost was $9M USD, and was fully funded from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009. The PV system is expected to generate about 
2% of ASPA’s annual energy. The PV system is connected to the Tafuna Power Plant Grid 
System, which supplies power from the Central district to the Western district of Tutuila island. 
(Read the full Article.  .PV SYSTEM WRITE UP forUtu NZ March 20 2013 v3 )” 1

Samoa’s first grid-connected solar project nearing completion2 
 
Posted date:  February 16, 2014  |  No comment

Press Release – Samoa’s first grid connected Solar Photovoltaic project to generate and supply 
electricity to EPC electricity network is nearing completion.

The project which is financed through a 4million grant from the Japanese Government under 
the auspices of the Pacific Environment Community Fund will be owned and operated by the 
Electric Power Corporation.

The 546kW project is being built on land belonging to the Electric Power Corporation and is 
split amongst three sites – Tanugamanono, Vaitele and Salelologa.

The first ground mounted 150kW system at Tanugamanono was completed last year and has 
been generating and supplying clean power from the sun into the EPC power network since 
December 20th 2013.

Vaitele site consists of a ground mounted and a roof mounted system with a total capacity 
of 246kW. This system is now operational and began generating and feeding power into the 
network this week.

The last of the systems is being built at EPC’s Salelologa compound with a total capacity of 
150kW. Work is almost completed on this site and is expected to be operational by the end of 
February.

When completed, the project is expected to generate and supply 800,000 units of electricity 
(kWh) per year which is equivalent to the electricity demand of 800 homes per annum. It will 
also save about 190,000 liters of diesel fuel or approximately SAT$570,000 per year. The systems 
have an expected lifespan of at least 20 years.

1	 American Samoa Power Authority: 1.75MW Photovoltaic Solar Power System. (2013). American Samoa Delegation. 
Retrieved August 8, 2014 from http://www.asrec.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/PV-SYSTEM-WRITE-UP-forUtu-NZ-
March-20-2013-v3.pdf

2	 Ugapo, Palemia. (2014). “Samoa’s first grid-connected solar project nearing completion.” Savali. Retrieved August 8, 2014 
from http://www.savalinews.com/2014/02/16/samoas-first-grid-connected-solar-project-nearing-completion/
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EPC’s Acting General Manager Taule’ale’ausumai Aumalaga Tiotio says “while this project is 
small in size, it is a significant step towards the implementation of EPC’s proposed renewable 
energy projects which aim to reduce the reliance of the corporation on imported fossil fuels and 
ultimately provide affordable and reliable electricity for Samoa”.

EPC already owns and operates another solar system on Apolima Island with a battery backup. 
There are other similar renewable energy projects currently in the pipeline, which will continue 
to replace use of diesel fuel for electricity generation.
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APPENDIX J - Summary of Significant Flooding Events
1

Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses($) 

MANU’A

11/23/1999 Flood Ta’u

Scattered thunderstorms over the 
territory with rainfall totals of 2.92 
inches for the day. Flooding of low-
lying areas and overflow of streams 
was widespread across the islands.

0/0 None reported

1/19/2000 Flood Ta’u Widespread Flood 0/0 $27,600

10/11/2000 Flood Manu’a

Widespread flooding of low lying 
areas and overflow most of the 
streams across the territory. Some 
mud and landslides were also 
reported by the Territorial emergency 
Management Coordinating Office 
(TEMCO).

0/0 None reported

1/19/2000
Flash 
Flood

Ta’u

Heavy rain associated with a 
stationary trough of low pressure 
associated with a tropical disturbance 
west of Tutuila and eastward across 
the Manu’a Islands caused widespread 
flooding across the territory. 

0/0 None reported

11/20/2000 Flood Manu’a None reported 0/0 None reported

12/26/2001 Flood Manu’a

Various tropical systems developed 
north of American Samoa and 
began spreading showers over the 
territory on Christmas day with 
heavier showers arriving on the 26th. 
Overtopped streams and heavy runoff 
flooded roads and low-lying areas 
across the territory. Total rainfall 
from this tropical depression was 3.61 
inches.

0/0 None reported

5/26/2002 Flood Ta’u
Residences of Ta’u reported heavy 
runoffs and landslide at the Auauuli 
due to heavy showers.

0/0 None reported

1	 Inflated to 2014 dollars.

1
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

5/24/2005
Flash 
Flood

Manu’a

An active trough associated with 
heavy rain and thunderstorms 
resulted in 4 inches of rain across the 
Islands. Over-flow of small streams 
and street ponding created traffic 
congestion for motorists.

0/0 None reported

8/17/2005
Flash 
Flood

Manu’a

A stationary trough near the Islands 
was associated produced heavy rain 
near mountainous areas caused flash 
flooding and made driving difficult 
for motorists. Some residents were 
overwhelmed with puddles of water 
in their homes. A total precipitation 
amount of 2.45 inches was reported. 

0/0  None reported

12/7/2005
Flash 
Flood

Manu’a

The Weather Service Office (WSO) 
recorded between 2 to 3 inches of 
rainfall for this event. Residents along 
low-lying villages reported runoff 
and increasing flow of water along 
small streams. Roads were covered 
with water and residential yards 
experienced ponding. 

0/0 None reported

12/26/2005 Flood Manu’a

A convection in the vicinity of the 
Islands increased immensely in the 
early hours which produced over 3 
inches across the islands. Flooding of 
roadways, especially in villages prone 
to flooding, was reported.  Rising 
water near small streams surprised 
several residents as in-flow of water 
swept through their homes. The 
Weather Service Office received a total 
of 3.14 inches of rain for this episode.

0/0 None reported

2/6/2006
Heavy 
Rain

Manu’a -- -- None reported

2/7/2007
Flash 
Flood

Ofu

The Weather Service Office recorded 
between 2 to 3 inches of rainfall for 
this event. Residents along low-
lying villages reported run-off and 
increasing flow of water along small 
streams. Roads were covered with 
water and residential yards were left 
with puddle of water.

0/0 None reported
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

2/22/2007
Flash 
Flood

Ta’u

Locally heavy rainfall swathed some 
village grounds with runoff along 
small streams. A flash flood warning 
was issued and 1-3 inches of rainfall 
was reported. 

0/0 None reported

TUTUILA

10/9/1967* Flood Tutuila

Flooding, landslides, electrical power 
failures.  Damaged roads, culverts, 
and homes.  7.5 inches of rain was 
reported at Pago Pago Airport.

0/0 None reported

12/26/1969* Flood Tutuila Roads blocked 0/0
$162,000 to clear 

roads

11/9/1979* Flood
Tutuila, 
Manu’a

None reported. Disaster Declaration. 0/0 None reported

5/3/1985* Flood Tutuila

Major damage to Pago Pago. Thirteen 
residences, five businesses, and 
several public facilities were flooded, 
causing $60,000 in public damages, 
and $40,000 of damage to businesses.  
The local Red Cross chapter provided 
assistance to a number of families 
during this event.

0/0
$132,650  in public 
damage, $88,000 to 

businesses

6/30/1994
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

Flooding of low lying areas especially 
along the east side of the island of 
Tutuila.  Some homes were damaged 
due to minor flooding.

-- $8,000

7/10/1994
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila
Minor flooding due to isolated heavy 
showers on Tutuila.

-- None reported

7/13/1994
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila
Minor flooding due to heavy showers 
on Tutuila.

-- None reported

11/12/1994
Heavy 
Rain

Tutuila 
(western 
villages)

Western parts of American Samoa 
received nearly 7 inches of rain in 6 
hours.  Minor flooding was reported.

0/0 None reported
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

9/25/1998 Flood Tutuila

Heavy storms brought floods to 
several villages island wide, especially 
homes near stream. A large number 
of underground water wells were shut 
down because of high salt content, but 
two desalination machines-to make 
the water drinkable-were acquired 
with support from the federal 
government. The rainfall recorded for 
this month was 4.30 in. at WSO-Pago 
Pago, where the normal for September 
is 6.61 in.

0 0

5/3/1985* Flood Tutuila

Major damage to Pago Pago. Thirteen 
residences, five businesses, and 
several public facilities were flooded, 
causing $60,000 in public damages, 
and $40,000 of damage to businesses.  
The local Red Cross chapter provided 
assistance to a number of families 
during this event.

0/0
$132,650  in public 
damage, $88,000 to 

businesses

6/30/1994
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

Flooding of low lying areas especially 
along the east side of the island of 
Tutuila.  Some homes were damaged 
due to minor flooding.

-- $8,000

7/10/1994
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila
Minor flooding due to isolated heavy 
showers on Tutuila.

-- None reported

7/13/1994
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila
Minor flooding due to heavy showers 
on Tutuila.

-- None reported

11/12/1994
Heavy 
Rain

Tutuila 
(western 
villages)

Western parts of American Samoa 
received nearly 7 inches of rain in 6 
hours.  Minor flooding was reported.

0/0 None reported

9/25/1998 Flood Tutuila

Heavy storms brought floods to 
several villages island wide, especially 
homes near stream. A large number 
of underground water wells were shut 
down because of high salt content, but 
two desalination machines-to make 
the water drinkable-were acquired 
with support from the federal 
government. The rainfall recorded for 
this month was 4.30 in. at WSO-Pago 
Pago, where the normal for September 
is 6.61 in.

0 0
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

7/12/1999 Flood Tutuila None reported 0/0 0

8/19/1999
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

Heavy showers caused by a trough of 
low pressure over Samoa dumped 2 
inches of rainfall between 2000 and 
2300 causing flooding of low lying 
areas across the territory.

0/0 None reported

9/15/1999 Flood Tutuila

The heavy showers associated with 
a stationary trough flooded and 
overflow many of the streams. Mud 
and landslides occurred at Poloa and 
Fagamalo causing temporary blockage 
of the road.
Moreover heavy showers added on 
already saturated grounds again 
caused mud and land slide along the 
Poloa-Fagamalo road and widespread 
flooding of low lying areas as well as 
overflow of streams.

0/0 $114,000

11/23/1999 Flood Tutuila

An active trough of low pressure that 
extends onto the islands from the 
southwest spread heavy showers with 
scattered thunderstorms over the 
territory with rainfall totals of 2.92 
inches for the day. Flooding of low-
lying areas and overflow of streams 
was widespread across the islands.

0 None reported

12/2/1999 Flood Pago Pago None reported 0 None reported
12/28/1999 Flood Tutuila None reported 0 None reported

1/19/2000
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

Heavy rain associated with a 
stationary trough of low pressure 
that extends from a tropical 
disturbance northwest of Tutuila 
caused widespread flooding across the 
territory.

0 $27,000
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

2/27/2000
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

Heavy rain associated with a tropical 
disturbance near Samoa dumbed 6.65 
inches of rainfall in 7 hours. Several 
families were evacuated from Tula 
village in the eastern tip of Tutuila 
because of flooding. TEMCO reported 
many other families with homes 
being flooded across the territory 
because of the heavy rain. A man 
just escaped injury as his car was 
smashed by a large rock at the Laauli'i 
lookout because of a landslide, one 
of the various land and mudslides 
being reported by TEMCO across the 
territory.

0 $552,000

3/5/2000 Flood Tutuila

Heavy showers associated with a 
tropical depression far south of 
Samoa fell across the territory Sunday 
afternoon to Monday morning. The 
Weather Station Office at Tafuna 
Airport recorded 8.18 inches of 
rainfall from Sunday afternoon 
to Monday afternoon. Numerous 
small streams were overflow with 
widespread flooding of low-lying 
areas as well as mud and police and 
TEMCO reported landslides across 
Tutuila Sunday and Monday.

0 None reported

3/25/2000 Flood Tutuila

Heavy showers associated with a 
trough of low pressure dumbed almost 
2 inches of rainfall as recorded at the 
airport in 2 hours. The heavy showers 
caused widespread flooding of low 
lying areas, small streams to over flow 
and numerous mudslides over western 
Tutuila.

0 None reported

10/11/2000 Flood Tutuila None reported 0 --
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

11/20/2000 Flood Tutuila

A stationary trough of low pressure 
over American Samoa spread heavy 
showers over the territory causing 
localized flooding of low lying areas 
and overflow streams ditches. Debris 
was washed onto the road creating 
hazardous driving conditions.

0 None reported

1/7/2001 Flood Tutuila

Heavy showers in the afternoon 
dumbed more than 2 inches of 
rainfall in 4 hours as an upper level 
trough of low pressure moved over 
the islands. Minor flooding in Pago 
Pago with various small streams being 
overflowed, washing debris over roads 
and walkways. No major damages 
were reported.

0 None reported

2/14/2001 Flood Tutuila

An active trough of low-pressure 
southwest of Samoa occasionally 
spread heavy showers over Tutuila. 
Minor flooding of streams and low-
lying areas along the roadways due 
to both heavy showers and heavy 
runoffs. No major damages were 
reported apart from debris washed 
onto the roads public parks.

0 None reported

3/23/2001 Flood Tutuila

Heavy showers and thunderstorms 
associated with an active trough of 
low pressure just south of Samoa 
caused widespread flooding of low 
lying areas as well as overflowing of 
small streams and caused bonding of 
streets and roadways across Tutuila. 
The police reported various mud and 
landslides west of Poloa.

0 None reported

3/26/2001 Flood Tutuila

An active trough of low pressure 
became nearly stationary across the 
Samoan Island for several days. These 
heavy showers and heavy runoff 
caused flooding of low lying areas, 
overflow of small streams and mud 
and landslides across the Tutuila.

0 None reported



April 2015 503DRAFT

Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

5/13/2001 Flood
Central 
Portion

A convective cell over central Tutuila 
dumped heavy showers over the area 
causing flooding of low lying areas 
and overflow streams from Nu'uuli to 
Aua. Heavy runoffs and the overflow 
of streams washed debris onto the 
road causing traffic jams in Pago 
Pago from Pago Park. Suspended 
road construction work for 24 
hours. Except for clean-up work and 
the temporary suspension of road 
construction no major damages were 
reported.

0 None reported

7/14/2001 Flood Tutuila

Heavy showers fell over Tutuila 
dumping more than 2 inches of 
rainfall in 4 hours. These heavy 
showers were associated with a trough 
of low pressure that moved over 
the islands. Widespread flooding of 
low lying areas and small streams. 
Ponding of streets as well as heavy 
runoffs were noted at Nu’uuli and the 
Bay area.

0 None reported

11/4/2001 Flood Tutuila

Minor flooding reported from Nu’uuli 
to Pago Pago. No major damages were 
reported except for some debris being 
washed onto the roads in Tafuna and 
Nu’uuli.

0 None reported

11/10/2001 Flood Tutuila

An upper level trough of low pressure 
moving over the territory from the 
north dump heavy showers over 
Tutuila causing flooding of low 
lying areas and overflow of steams. 
The heavy showers and runoffs plus 
saturated grounds caused mud and 
landslides at Poloa and at Avau Point.

0 None reported
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

12/25/2001 Flood Tutuila

An active trough of low pressure was 
oriented northwest to southeast about 
200-300 miles to the north of Samoa 
through the last 10 days. Various 
tropical systems developed within this 
rough, with the first of these tropical 
depressions began spreading showers 
over the territory on Christmas day 
with heavier showers arriving on the 
26th. The thunderstorms with heavy 
showers caused flooding of streams. 
'The overflow streams and heavy 
runoff flooded roads and low lying 
areas across the territory. Total rainfall 
from this tropical depression was 3.61 
inches.

0 None reported

3/20/2002 Flood Tutuila

Heavy showers associated with a 
stationary trough of low pressure over 
Samoa dumped 2 inches of rainfall 
in 24 hours causing flooding of low 
lying areas in the afternoon and into 
the evenings. Heavy runoffs continued 
to overflow small streams and caused 
some minor landslides as grounds has 
been saturated as it was raining on 
and off for the last two days. No major 
damages were reported.

0 None reported

4/19/2002 Flood Tutuila

Heavy showers caused widespread 
flooding across the territory marking 
one of the wettest Flag Day in recent 
memories. More than two inches 
of rainfall fell in 2 hours during an 
activity packed Flag Day celebration. 
With the heavy runoff and showers, 
numerous land and mudslides 
occurred across Tutuila. The Weather 
Service at Tafuna recorded 6.56 inches 
of rainfall in three days.

0 $66,000
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

5/26/2002 Flood Tutuila

Heavy showers dumped 2.09 inches 
of rainfall in less than 4 hours causing 
flooding of low-lying areas and streets. 
The heavy showers and runoffs caused 
overflow of streams and flooding of 
streets. Except for debris being washed 
onto the streets, no major damages 
were reported.

0 --

10/6/2002 Flood Tutuila

Heavy showers caused flooding of 
low-lying areas and heavy runoffs 
washed debris onto the roads across 
the island. Land and mudslides were 
reported along many mountainous 
areas and along the public highway 
due to heavy showers and runoffs. 
Except for cleanup work no major 
damages were reported across the 
territory.

0 --

11/15/2002 Flood Tutuila

Heavy showers dumped more than 
3 inches of rainfall in less than 3 
hours causing overrun of streams and 
overflow ditches. Widespread flooding 
of low-lying areas and streets. Some 
land and mudslides were reported 
with debris decorating much of 
the island. Very little damage was 
reported except for usual cleanup.

0 --

4/10/2003 Flood Tutuila
An active convective band of 
thundershowers dumped 2.72 inches 
of rainfall in less than 3 hours. 

0 --
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

5/19/2003
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

A flash flood occurred across Tutuila 
from Nu’uuli Uta to Pago Pago many 
communities near mountains and 
valleys. The main stream in Pago 
Pago rapidly overflowed and flooded 
many homes and businesses along 
the stream and all of lower Pago Pago. 
Over ten landslides were reported. A 
major landslide buried and killed 3 
young men from the age of 18 to 23 
years old in Pago Pago as two other 
men narrowly escaped this same 
landslide. One of these men was 
med-vac to Honolulu for treatment 
as the Hospital at Fagaalu was 90% 
out of business as the whole hospital 
was flooded. A lady in her early 40s 
was killed by a landslide in Fagatogo 
that buried the Langkilde Business 
Center. Another young men in his 
20s was rescued and was med-vac 
to Honolulu on the same flight with 
gentleman from Pago Pago. Torrential 
rainfall and excessive runoff flooded 
Pago Pago, Fagatogo, Lower Utulei, 
and Fagaalu where the hospital is 
located. The whole village of Matu’u 
was flooded so as the inland and 
valley side of Nu’uuli. Numerous 
families were evacuated and had taken 
up shelters at temporary shelters 
set up by the Territorial Emergency 
Management Coordinating Office 
TEMCO. FEMA and TEMCO are 
currently providing assistance to 
families who were affected by the 
floods and landslides. President Bush 
had declared American Samoa a 
disaster area due to the flash floods 
and landslides. 10.68 inches of rain 
was reported. (An additional death 
has since been reported.)

5/6
$65M property; 

$1.2M crop damage
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

6/13/2003 Flood Tutuila

Heavy showers fell on the territory 
from an active trough of low pressure 
over Samoa. More than 2 inches of 
rain fell between 330 pm and 430pm 
which caused rapid flooding of 
low lying areas and triggered some 
landslides in areas previously affected 
by the heavy rain of May 19, 2003.

0/0 $64,000

12/22/2003
Heavy 
Rain

Tutuila

An active upper level trough of low 
pressure, which moved over, the 
islands Monday evening dumped 
almost 3 inches of rainfall in 6 hours.  
The heavy showers caused widespread 
flooding of low lying areas and 
overflow streams creating traffic jams 
in flooded streets.

0/0 None Reported

9/7/2004 Flood Tutuila

Heavy rain caused street ponding and 
flooding in some villages. An unstable 
air mass aloft, well- associated with 
a trough connected to a strong gale 
southwest of Pago Pago, remained 
over the Samoan Islands within 
24 hours. No damages or injuries 
reported.

0 None Reported

9/8/2004
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

Heavy rain caused stream overflow 
and street flooding of over 2 feet 
across Tutuila. The Tafuna Office 
recorded about 3.30 inches of rain 
within the 24-hour period. Rocks and 
debris were spotted along the main-
road. No injury or damages reported.

0 None Reported

5/24/2005
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

Thunderstorms associated with a 
trough near the Islands brought a 
lot of rain over Tutuila and Manu'a. 
Several residents experienced flooding 
in their homes due to overflow of 
small streams and poor drainages 
in some areas on Tutuila Island. The 
Weather Service Office recorded 
a total precipitation of 5.21 inches 
during this period.

0 None Reported
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

6/30/2005 Flood Tutuila

Less than 30 homes in Fagatogo 
village were tarnished with mud 
and debris due to overflow of small 
streams from heavy rain. Heavy rain 
over Tutuila caused street ponding 
and drainage issues across the Island.

0 None Reported

8/17/2005
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

An active trough associated with 
heavy rain and thunderstorms 
dumped a lot of rain across the 
Islands. The Weather Service Office in 
Tafuna recorded about 4 inches from 
this event. Overflow of small streams 
and street ponding created traffic 
congestion for motorists. There were 
no reports of mudslides or injuries.

0 None Reported

12/7/2005
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

A stationary trough near the Islands 
was associated with a lot of active 
weather producing a lot of rain across 
the Samoan Islands. Reports of heavy 
rain near mountainous areas caused 
flash flooding and made driving 
difficult for motorists. Some residents 
were overwhelmed with puddles of 
water in their homes. A 24-hour total 
of 2.45 inches was accumulated for the 
day's event.

0 None Reported

12/8/2005 Flood Tutuila

A stationary trough near Samoan 
Islands produced widespread showers 
across Tutuila. The WSO recorded 
about 1.48 inches of rain for this 
event, but reports from across 
Tutuila Aunu’u and Manu'a were that 
roadways were flooded in several 
villages due to the overflow of small 
streams and poor drainage. A few 
flooded roads on Tutuila caused 
several small cars and sports vehicles 
to stall for hours. No injury reported.

0 None Reported
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

12/15/2005
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

Heavy rain caused flash flooding and 
loss of control of water flow in a lot 
of villages on the Island of Tutuila. 
Flood-prone roads caused some 
small cars and vans to stall for hours, 
and reports of increasing water in 
small streams across the Island was 
noticeable throughout this event. An 
area of convective activity from the 
north of Tutuila produced a lot of 
rain and the Weather Service Office 
recorded about 2.46 inches of rain for 
this episode.

0 None Reported

12/17/2005 Flood Tutuila

A nearly stationary trough in the 
vicinity of the Samoan Islands 
produced widespread showers across 
Tutuila Island. Thunderstorms were 
observed by the Weather Service 
Office in Pago Pago. Almost all 
roadways received at least 1 to 3 
inches of ponding while other villages 
experienced overflow of small streams 
due to continuous downpour of rain 
for this event. The Weather Service 
Office recorded a total precipitation of 
2.51 inches for this episode. 

0 None Reported

12/21/2005 Flood Tutuila

Occasional showers caused ponding 
along roadways and overflow of small 
streams near mountainous areas. 
A total precipitation of 3.06 inches 
was recorded at the Weather Service 
Office.

0 None Reported
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

12/26/2005 Flood Tutuila

A convection in the vicinity of the 
Islands increased immensely which 
produced a lot of rain across Tutuila 
and Manu'a Islands. Flooding of 
roadways especially villages prone to 
flooding in Tutuila reported stalled 
vehicles and traffic congestion. Rising 
water near small streams surprised 
several residents as inflow of water 
swept through their homes. The 
Weather Service Office received a total 
of 3.14 inches of rain for this episode.

0 None Reported

1/31/2006
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila

Locally heavy rainfall across the 
Island of Tutuila caused an increase 
in rising waters and overflow of small 
streams, especially villages located to 
the West of the International Airport. 
Homes were swamped with water 
from 6 inches to 3 feet, and many 
personal properties were spoiled and 
damaged from this episode. Motorists 
experienced difficulties bypassing 
stalled sedans and trucks in some 
flooded areas in the village of Tafuna. 
Less than 50 people evacuated their 
homes. The Weather Service Office 
recorded a total precipitation of 5.68 
inches for this event.

0
$118,000 in 

property; $18,000 
in crop

2/1/2006

Flash 
Flood, 
Heavy 
Rain

Tutuila

Heavy rainfall flooded 50 percent 
of homes in the village of Tafuna. 
Personal properties, including 
household goods, were ruined by the 
increasing flow of water. Two families 
were "forced from their homes by the 
floodwaters" and no injury reported. 
Heavy rainfall impacted roads causing 
potholes and "in some cases becoming 
deeper, resulting in an overall traffic 
slowdown around the Island."  The 
Weather Service Office recorded a 
total precipitation of 5.53 inches.

0
$59,000 in property; 

$2,000 in crop
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

2/6/2006
Heavy 
Rain

Tutuila

Heavy rainfall caused an increase in 
rising water in several villages across 
the Island of Tutuila. Some roads were 
flooded with at least 1 to 3 inches of 
water, causing traffic congestion in 
some areas.  A total rainfall of 4.22 
inches was recorded

0/0 None Reported

12/4/2006
Flash 
Flood

Pago Pago

Thunderstorms and heavy rainfall 
were associated with an active trough 
near the Islands. The Weather Service 
Office recorded about 4.72 inches of 
precipitation for this event; residents 
reported widespread flooding and 
landslides across the Island of Tutuila.

0 None Reported

2/2/2007
Flash 
Flood

Pago Pago

The Weather Service Office recorded 
between 2 to 3 inches of rainfall 
in 3 hours. Residents along low-
lying villages reported run-off and 
increasing flow of water along small 
streams. Roads were covered with 
water and there was ponding in 
residential yards.

0 None Reported

2/22/2007
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila, Pago 
Pago

An intensified convection from the 
east expanded across Manu'a, Aunu’u 
and Tutuila Islands early Thursday 
morning. Locally heavy rainfall 
swathed some village grounds with 
runoff along small streams. The 
Weather Service replaced a Small 
Stream Flood Advisory with a Flash 
Flood Warning and recorded about 1 
to 3 inches of rainfall for this event.

0 None Reported

9/3/2007
Flash 
Flood

Pago Pago

A Flash Flood Warning for Tutuila 
was issued. Debris washed onto 
the roads and mud and landslides 
occurred at Malota and Fagamalo. 
Three inches of rain in there hours 
were reported. 

0 None Reported
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

12/7/2007
Flash 
Flood

Pago Pago

A monsoon trough that extends all 
the way from the Solomon Islands 
southeastward to just south of the 
Samoa Group spread heavy rain and 
thunderstorms across the islands over 
the weekend. The sat nearly stationary 
just to the south of the islands and 
caused widespread flooding across 
Tutuila. Flash Flooding was reported 
from the Malaeimi Valley to the Bay 
Area. Heavy showers and runoffs 
overflowed most streams from 
Faganeanea to Pago Pago and dumped 
lots of debris and rocks on the roads. 
The X-Ray room and part of the 
Surgical Ward at the LBJ Medical 
Center was flooded as the jammed 
and clogged up Fagaalu stream 
force all the water and mud onto the 
hospital parking lot into part of the 
hospital. Fortunately, the hospital 
had taken all necessary precautions 
avoiding a major disaster in protecting 
lives and properties. The National 
Weather Service had a Flash Flood 
Warning, which gave enough time for 
the public to prepare for the flooding.

0
$287,000 in 

property damage
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Event 
Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

12/8/2008
Flash 
Flood

Vaitogi

An active trough of low pressure 
developed northeast of the islands. 
The Pago Pago National Weather 
Service Office recorded 13.55 inches of 
rainfall total over 6 days. Furthermore, 
the Pago Pago NWS had issued small 
stream advisories for the islands 
during the period and a flash flood 
warning on the last day of the episode. 
The Department of Public Safety and 
the Department of the Public Works 
both reported roads inundated by the 
overflow of streams and major works 
due to drainage problems. No other 
major damages were reported. With 
a saturated ground from the previous 
days, a slow- moving trough poured 
3.59 inches of rain over the islands on 
the 8th of December. The Pago Pago 
NWS issued the flash flood warning. 
The flash flood from the slow-moving 
trough produced heavy runoffs of 
streams and inundated low lying of 
the islands. 

0 --

12/10/2009
Flash 
Flood

Pago Pago

Heavy rainfall caused runoff and 
flooded roadways. Two homes were 
flooded in the village of Tafuna due 
to poor drainages. The WSO received 
6.41 inches of rainfall during this 
event.

0 None Reported

11/20/2010
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila, 
Vaitogi

Over 2 inches of rainfall caused small 
stream runoff and flooded roadways 
along villages with poor drainages 
on Tutuila and some parts of Aunu’u 
and Manu'a. No injury or damages 
reported.

0 None Reported

12/18/2010
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila, 
Vaitogi

Heavy rainfall caused runoff and 
overflow of small streams on Tutuila, 
Aunu’u and Manu'a, especially near 
poor drainage areas. The Weather 
Service Office received nearly 3 inches 
of rainfall during this episode.

0 None Reported
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Name, Date

Event
Geographical 

Extent
Impacts

Deaths/ 
Injuries

Estimated Losses ($) 

6/3/2011
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila, 
Vaitogi

On a late Friday morning, a slow 
moving Squall line or Mesoscale 
Convective System had inundated 
low-lying areas of Tutuila and Aunu'u. 
The National Weather Service 
Office in Pago Pago issued a Flash 
Flood Warning and later recorded 
rainfall totals of 2.17 inches in an 
hour period. Residents had reported 
inundations along poor drainage and 
low lying areas. The American Samoa 
Department of Homeland Security 
reported overflow of streams onto 
roads in which had created numerous 
counts of potholes on and along major 
roadways. No other damages were 
reported.

0 None Reported

11/21/2011
Flash 
Flood

Tutuila, 
Vaitogi

A nearly stationary trough to the 
southwest of the Samoan Islands 
has triggered heavy rainfall. Flash 
flooding, landslides, and heavy run-off 
were reported from across the Island 
of Tutuila. The Weather Service office 
received 2.56 inches of rainfall for this 
episode.

0/0 None Reported

7/29/2014 Flooding All islands

July 29- August 3 flooding and 
storms that also spurred landslides. 
The events resulted in a disaster 
declaration.  Over $5 million in 
damages including government 
buildings flooding (2 feet in the 
registrar’s office) and 100 homes 
destroyed.  One fatality was reported 
from a teenager swimming in a 
swollen creek. She was swept out to 
sea.  Additional damage to agriculture 
was reported. Bananas were near 
maturation when the storms 
destroyed many of them.  Additional 
information is reported below. 

1/0 $5 million

*Reported from previous plan 
(Source: National Climatic Data Center) 
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Eleven disaster Declarations potentially had flood impacts including all declarations from tropical 
storms and hurricanes. The following declarations specifically list flood as a hazard. 

November 9, 1979: Flooding, Mudslides, Landslides (DR-610)
Unfortunately little information could be found on this event. It was the second declaration made 
in American Samoa and the first due to flooding. 

May 19-21, 2003: Heavy Rainfall, Flooding, Landslides, and Mudslides (DR- 1473)
FEMA Disaster #1473.  Between May 19-21, 2003, heavy rainfall caused flooding, landslides, 
and mudslides on the Island of Tutuila near Pago Pago, Fagatogo, Nu’uuli, Fagaalu, and Utulei, 
prompting the Territory to declare an emergency.  Rainfall on May 19 at Pago-Pago totaled 10.68 
inches. Widespread debris flows, rock falls, and slumps occurred due to the extremely heavy rains. 
Five people were killed in landslides, although much of the property damage was flood related. 
FEMA declared American Samoa a disaster area on June 6, 2003. Estimated FEMA assistance is 
$1.5 million for public building and nearly $9.6 million for individuals.  NOAA’s National Climatic 
Data Center estimated over $50 million (2003 dollars) in total damages. 
The declaration covers damage to private and public property from heavy rains, flooding, and mud 
and landslides that occurred May 19-21. 

After the declaration, FEMA designated the island of Tutuila eligible for federal aid to stricken 
residents that can include grants to help pay for temporary housing, home repairs and other serious 
disaster-related expenses. Low-interest loans from the U.S. Small Business Administration will also 
be available to cover residential and business losses not fully compensated by insurance.

In addition, FEMA said federal funds will be provided for the territory and affected local 
governments on the island of Tutuila to pay 75 percent of the approved costs for debris removal, 
emergency services related to the disaster, and the restoration of damaged public facilities.

Under the declaration, cost-shared funding will be available to the territorial government for 
approved projects that reduce future disaster risks, FEMA said. President Bush indicated that 
additional areas may be designated for aid later if requested by the Territory and warranted by the 
results of further damage assessments.

Over 1,300 residents have registered for disaster assistance since President Bush declared the 
disaster.  Almost 1,900 residents have visited the Disaster Recovery Center (DRC) located at the 
Lee Auditorium.  The rain and mudslides claimed four lives and left several other people severely 
injured.

September 29-October 6, 2009: Earthquake, Tsunami, and Flooding (DR- 1859)
NOTE: This event is also related to the 2009 Tsunami and will be detailed further in the tsunami 
profile section. 

APPENDIX K - Disaster Declarations due to Flood
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A series of waves from the tsunami disabled the local power plants; destroyed 248 homes and 28 rental 
units; and damaged another 2,750 dwellings. One school was destroyed and another four suffered 
substantial damage (over 50% destroyed). Roads, bridges, churches, and everything in the waves’ paths 
were damaged to varying degrees. The small island and its 65,000 residents were left to rebuild their 
property and their lives.1 Over $140 million in relief and rebuilding money was provided by FEMA 
and other federal agencies.

July 29-August 3, 2014: Severe Storms, Flooding and Landslides (DR- 4192)2

This event brought heavy rain, winds, flooding and landslides to the area. High surf of 14 to 16 feet 
impacted south facing shores and wind gusts of 50 miles per hour were reported. July was a particularly 
wet month for the territory. Typically it receives around 6 inches of rain but received over 18 inches 
in 2014, making it the second wettest July on record. Given the inundation of rain, the terrain was 
saturated making it highly susceptible to landslides. 

Damage across Tutuila was extensive. Governor Lolo Matalasi Moliga requested (and was granted) a 
disaster declaration due to these events. In his letter, the governor said the flooding, associated runoff 
and resulting landslides produced serious and extensive damage to both public and private property, 
and directly caused injuries and one death.  The fatality occurred in Fagaalu Bay, when a female high 
school student was swept out to sea while swimming in the heavy rains. 

The weather events left many residents homeless. Dozens of people were required to evacuate to 
temporary shelters, and over 100 homes were destroyed. Three shelters were opened at Samoana High 
School, CCCAS Gataivai and the Catholic Hall, which accommodated over 100 displaced residents. 
Those housed at the two shelters are residents of both Utulei and Gataivai, where a landslide destroyed 
at least three homes and damaged the church. 

2014 Flooding3

 
Several government departments were also impacted by flooding including Territorial Registrar’s 
office, the Department of Education, the E-Rate Office, and the Department of Public Safety. The 
Territorial Registrar saw water seep into the building and ordered staff to clear out cabinets to avoid 
damage to records. The building sustained nearly 2 feet of water but no records were impacted. The 
roof of the old Veteran’s Affairs building was also partially torn off by strong winds. 

1	 Disaster Assitance in American Samoa Tops $33 million. FEMA. Retrieved August 8, 2014 from http://www.fema.gov/
news-release/2010/03/17/disaster-assistance-american-samoa-tops-33-million

2	 Sagapolutele, Fili. (2014). “Lolo asks for Presidential Disaster Declaration over flooding and landslides.” Samoa News. 
Retrieved August 8, 2014 from http://www.samoanews.com/content/en/lolo-asks-presidential-disaster-declaration-over-
flooding-and-landslides

3	 Disaster declaration for American Samoa. Fiji One. Retrieved August 8, 2014 from http://fijione.tv/disaster-declaration-
for-american-samoa/
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In addition to structural damage, several banana trees were blown down. This was of particular 
concern as the bananas were near mature stage for picking and slated to be sold to schools. The 
photo below demonstrates some of the severe flooding experienced around the island. 
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Date Event Location Mag Details and Impacts
Deaths/
Injuries

Damage

ALL ISLANDS

3/29/1999 High Surf
All (south-

facing shores)
8-12

High surf of 8 to 12 feet along south 
shores of the islands.

0/0
None 
Reported

4/27/1999 High Surf
All (south-

facing shores)
6-10

High surf of 6 to 10 feet along the 
south shores.

0
None 
Reported

5/12/1999 High Surf
All (south-

facing shores)
8-12

Surf of 8 to 12 feet along south 
shores.

0
None 
Reported

10/12/2004
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All (south-
facing shores)

8-12

High pressure far south of the 
Islands generated south to southeast 
swells of 4 to 6   feet, producing 8 to 
12 feet surf along south shores of all 
Islands.  

0
None 
Reported

10/22/2004
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All (south-
facing shores)

10-12

A large area of trade wind swells 
was reinforced by a south swell of 4 
to 6 feet.  Large surf of 10 to 12 feet 
with occasional higher sets reached 
south shores of all Islands.  

0
None 
Reported

10/30/2004
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All (south-
facing shores)

5-7
Large south swells of 5 to 7 feet were 
generated by intense low pressure 
far south of the Islands.

0
None 
Reported

2/3/2005
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All 
(southeast-

facing shores)
10-14

Southeast swells of 5 to 7 feet 
generated by Tropical Cyclone 
Meena far east of Tutuila produced 
surf heights of 10 to 14 feet along 
southeast facing shores of Tutuila 
and Manu'a.  

0
None 
Reported

2/27/2005
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All (south-
southwest 

facing shores)

not 
reported

Large swells generated by Tropical 
Cyclone Percy pummeled east and 
south facing shores of Tutuila and 
Manu'a Islands.  

0
None 
Reported

6/1/2005
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All (south 
and 

southwest-
facing shores)

5-6

South to southwest swells of 5 to 6 
feet produced surf heights of 10 to 
12 feet along south and southwest 
facing shores of Tutuila and Manu'a.  

0
None 
Reported

APPENDIX L - Previous Occurrences of High Surf
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Date Event Location Mag Details and Impacts
Deaths/
Injuries

Damage

6/5/2005
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All (south-
southwest 

facing shores)

10-14 
(Manu’a& 
Tutuila); 

An intense low pressure near New 
Zealand generated large south to 
southwest swells of 7 feet, producing 
surf heights of 12 to 14 feet with 
occasional higher sets along south 
shores of Tutuila and Manu’a. 
Swells of 4 to 5 feet from this trend 
reached Swains for a couple of days.

0
None 
Reported

7/1/2005
Heavy 

Surf/High 
Surf

All (south-
facing shores)

10-14

Surf of 10 to 14 feet was generated 
by a south swell from a low-pressure 
area far south of Tutuila and Manu'a 
Islands.  

0
None 
Reported

7/22/2005
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All (south-
facing shores)

12

Large swells associated with an 
intense low pressure far south of the 
Islands reached Tutuila and Manu'a 
Islands, producing surf heights 
around 12 feet along south shores of 
the Islands.

0
None 
Reported

8/8/2005
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All (east and 
southeast-

facing shores)
10-12

Large surf near 10 to 12 feet was 
generated by strong low pressure far 
south of the Samoan Islands.  Coral 
debris were washed on-shore and 
near the street from this event.  

0
None 
Reported

9/12/2005
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All (south-
facing shores)

10-14

An intense low pressure far south of 
the Islands generated south swells 
of 5 to 7 feet, which produced surf 
heights of 10 to 14 feet along south 
facing shores of American Samoa.  

0
None 
Reported

10/1/2005
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All (south-
facing shores)

10-12

An intense low pressure far south of 
the Islands generated a south swell 
of 4 to 6 feet, which produced high 
surf of 10 to 12 feet along south 
facing shores of the Islands.  

0
None 
Reported

11/1/2005
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

All (south-
facing shores)

8-12

The normal surf was generated by 
a very low intense pressure area 
far south of the island of Tutuila, 
Aunu'u and Manu'a. Surf swells 8 to 
12 feet high in the islands. 

0
None 
Reported
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Date Event Location Mag Details and Impacts
Deaths/
Injuries

Damage

6/23/2007 High Surf
All (south-

facing shores)
8-12

High surf of 8 to 12 feet with 
occasional higher sets impacted 
much of south facing shores of 
Tutuila, Aunu’u and the Manu’a 
islands in the last week of the 
month.  Higher than normal surf 
was generated from a gale low off 
of New Zealand.  There were no 
significant damages.

0
None 
Reported

8/24/2007 High Surf
All (south-

facing shores)
not 

reported

High Surf Advisories were posted 
for all south-facing shores of 
Tutuila from August 24th to August 
31st.  Result of heavy swell from 
an intense low-pressure area far 
south of the islands No significant 
damages were reported. 

0
None 
Reported

9/1/2007 High Surf
All (south-

facing shores)
8-12

High surf continued into September 
generated from a low far south 
of the islands September 1st to 
September 5th.  No significant 
damages were reported.

0 --

9/14/2007 High Surf
All (south-

facing shores)
8-14

Another intense low-pressure 
system far south of the islands 
generated heavy southerly swell 
across the Samoan Islands from 
September 14th to the 19th.  Surf of 
8 to 14 feet impacted most of south 
facing shores especially from Avau 
to Fatumafuti and from Lauli'i to 
Tula.  No significant damages were 
reported.

0
None 
Reported
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Date Event Location Mag Details and Impacts
Deaths/
Injuries

Damage

6/1/2008 High Surf
All (south-

facing shores)
8-14

A series of Low Pressure Systems 
moving eastward across New 
Zealand generated swells of 8 to 14 
feet along south facing shores of 
Tutuila, Aunu’u, and Manu’a. This 
event occurred on the 1st to the 21st 
of June. During this period, high 
surf advisory where posted at major 
beaches of the islands, which caused 
less activities and beach goers to 
be seen at the beaches. Sea spray 
from breaking waves and wave crest 
were also observed. There were 
no reports of serious injuries or 
property damage.

0
None 
Reported

7/1/2008 High Surf
All (south-

facing shores)
8-14

EPISODE NARRATIVE: Heavy 
swell from a series intense low 
pressure systems far south of 
American Samoa combined with 
strong trade wind surge generated 
surf of 8 to 14 feet with occasional 
higher sets.  This high surf episode 
lasted from June 24th continuing 
towards July 23th. Some coastal 
flooding was reported during 
high tides from Pagai to Cape 
Matatula on the 14th of July. The 
rainfall recorded on this day was 
1.78 inches, which was the highest 
rainfall for the month of July. In 
addition, high surf advisory was 
posted on major beaches and was 
announced on local media for 
public awareness. No significant 
damages were reported.

0
None 
Reported

9/5/2008 High Surf
All (south-

facing shores)
10-14

A High Surf Advisory was issued 
on September 5 due to a series of 
Low Pressure Systems north of 
New Zealand, which produced 
moderate to strong swells. These 
Swells affected south facing shores 
of the islands of Tutuila, Aunu’u, 
and Manu’a

0
None 
Reported
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Date Event Location Mag Details and Impacts
Deaths/
Injuries

Damage

5/14-
15/2014 

High Surf All 7-9 High Surf Advisory issued -- --

6/1/2014 High Surf All 7-9 High surf advisory (7 to 9 ft.) --
None 
Reported

MANU’A

2/15/2005
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

Manu'a  --

A 68-foot vessel was afloat within 
50 miles north of Manu'a, said to be 
"disabled with no steering wheel but 
had power."  High swells generated 
by Hurricane Olaf. Crew members 
were not hurt.      The Associated 
Press reported a vessel sank on 
February 16th in "50-foot waves 
and 120 mph winds about 95 miles 
north of American Samoa and the 
four rescued crew members were 
on a life raft when they were found."     
There were reports about other 
missing vessels based in Western 
Samoa, but were later found by 
Coast Guards and Rescue Team 
from New Zealand.  

0/2 $10,000

1 

1	 High Surf Advisory. (2014). NOAA. Retrieved August 8, 2014 from http://alerts.weather.gov/cap/wwacapget.
php?x=AS125154314360.HighSurfAdvisory.1251543EC210AS.STUCFWPPG.925ea42183e00926419895f300ded287

1
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Date Event Location Mag Details and Impacts
Deaths/
Injuries

Damage

TUTUILA

6/2/1998 High Surf Tutuila 5-8

A surface high southwest of Samoa 
produced waves from 5 to 8 feet 
and a resulting high surf advisory 
was broadcasted from June 2-4.  
A police officer was killed at sea 
(because of high surf) on June 3, 
after he responded to a call about a 
teenager that was going to commit 
suicide at sea.  The youngster was 
saved but the officer was later found 
on the 4th of June.

1/0
None 
Reported

4/6/2000 High Surf
Tutuila 

(south-facing 
shores)

8-14

High surf of 8-14 feet affected the 
south shores of Tutuila for 6 days, 
creating strong rip currents at most 
of the bays especially from Nu'uuli 
to Fagaalu.  The high surf gave 
warnings were issued to swimmers 
and fishermen.

0
None 
Reported

4/28/2000 High Surf Tutuila  --  -- 0
None 
Reported

5/14/2000 High Surf
Tutuila 

(south-facing 
shores)

20

An intense low pressure are far 
south of Samoa generated high 
swell which created surf up to 20 
ft. in some exposed areas along 
south shores of American Samoa.  
The extremely high surf combined 
with high tides caused some beach 
erosion. Many low-lying areas along 
the main road were blocked with 
debris, sand and rocks and needed 
cleanup. These were some of the 
highest surf observed in a non-
Tropical Cyclone system.

0 $100,000
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Date Event Location Mag Details and Impacts
Deaths/
Injuries

Damage

5/28/2000 High Surf
Tutuila 

(south-facing 
shores)

20-30

Another strong low pressure in 
a series of low-pressure systems 
which moved from west to east, 
south of Samoa, generated high 
swell with surf up to 20 feet.  Surf 
up to 30 feet was reported from 
Vailoatai to Vaitogi.  Some areas 
of road from Nu’uuli to Fagaalu 
were again overrun by the high surf 
during high tides, causing some 
traffic backups

0
None 
Reported

6/1/2000 High Surf
Tutuila 

(south-facing 
shores)

3-5

An intense low-pressure area south 
of Samoa, moving from west to 
east, generated high surf along 
south shores of American Samoa.  
Damaging wave action and strong 
rip currents associated with the 
extremely high surf were being 
observed all the way from Vaitogi 
to Vailoatai and from Nu’uuli to 
Fagaalu.  Surf of 3 to 5 feet was 
also observed within the Bay Area, 
which is very rare.  Sections of 
the Main road were washed off or 
overrun by surf spreading debris, 
sand and rocks from Vasaaiga to 
Fatumafuti.

0 $50,000

12/15/2000
High Surf 
Advisory

Tutuila 
(south-facing 

shores)
10-15

Surf of 10 to 15 feet bounded south 
shores of Tutuila over the weekend.  
These high surf were generated by 
an unusually strong low pressure 
are east of New Zealand at this time 
of the year.  Some beaches were 
closed to the public due to strong 
rip currents especially during high 
tides.  No major damages were 
reported through this episode.

0
None 
Reported
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Date Event Location Mag Details and Impacts
Deaths/
Injuries

Damage

12/3/2001
High Surf 
Advisory

Tutuila 
(south-facing 

shores)
-- 

High surf generated by an intense 
low-pressure area far south of 
Samoa washed out a temporary 
access road at Avau Point which 
cost about $200,000.00 to construct.  
The exceptionally high surf was 
reported throughout the south 
shores of the Tutuila.  No other 
major damages were reported 
besides debris being washed onto 
the roads along lower coastal areas.

0 $200,000

12/26/2001
High Surf 
Advisory

Tutuila 
(north-facing 

shores)
-- 

High surf generated by Tropical 
Cyclone Waka affected the north 
shores of the territory.  The high 
surf then came from the west 
and later from the south as Waka 
continued southward.

0
None 
Reported

1/1/2002
High Surf 
Advisory

Tutuila 
(south-facing 

shores)
 --

High surf generated by Tropical 
Cyclone Waka continued along the 
south shores. 

0
None 
Reported

8/19/2002
High Surf 
Advisory

Tutuila 
(south-facing 

shores)
 --

High Surf Advisory was issued 
for south shores of Tutuila due to 
heavy swell generated by a low-
pressure area far south of Samoa.  
No significant damages or injuries 
were reported during this high surf 
episode.

0
None 
Reported

5/1/2003
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

Tutuila --  None reported 0
None 
Reported
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Date Event Location Mag Details and Impacts
Deaths/
Injuries

Damage

5/17/2003
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

Tutuila  --

This high surf/heavy surf event, 
which lasted for over a week 
created many problems not only 
for the swimmers and fishermen 
but for the general public as well 
due to flash flooding.   The high 
surf combined with exceptionally 
high tides blocked all streams 
from draining into the ocean that 
caused numerous flooding in 
all bridges from the Bay Area to 
Nu’uuli.  Estimated damages to the 
bridges and coastal roads were in 
the millions.    President Bush has 
declared American Samoa a disaster 
area because of the flash floods, 
which included coastal flooding.

0 $3,500,000

6/1/2003
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

Tutuila 
(south-facing 

shores)
 --

A semi-permanent ridge of 
high pressure, which was nearly 
stationary far south of the islands, 
produced strong trades and high 
surf that affected much of the south 
shores of Tutuila for more than a 
week.

0
None 
Reported

10/9/2003
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

Tutuila 
(south-facing 

shores)
10+

Another strong ridge of high moved 
south of Samoa and generating 
heavy surf and swell in excess of 
10 ft. Impacts from October 9th to 
October 12th.  The high surf created 
strong rip currents from Nu’uuli to 
Fagaalu and from Lauli'i to Cape 
Matatula.

0
None 
Reported

9/8/2004
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

Tutuila 
(south-facing 

shores)
0

Large south swells swept an alia to 
shore, near the Maliu Mai beach 
resort at Fogagogo.  4 fishermen, 
ranging in age from 17 to 40, were 
not seriously injured.  "A huge 
wave turned their vessel upside 
down and the engine dropped off ", 
reported the Samoa News.  A high 
surf advisory was issued due to large 
south swells.

0/6 $5,000
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Date Event Location Mag Details and Impacts
Deaths/
Injuries

Damage

8/20/2005
Heavy 
Surf/High 
Surf

Tutuila 
(south-facing 

shores)
4-6

A combination of south and 
southeast swells near 4 to 6 feet 
impacted south facing shores of 
the Islands.  Corals were washed 
up along a few low-lying areas in 
Tutuila.  

0
None 
Reported

10/17/2005
High Surf 
Advisory

Tutuila 
(south-facing 

shores)
10-18

An intense low-pressure area far 
south of Samoa generated heavy 
swell, which caused high surf 
of 10-18 feet that bounded the 
south shores of Tutuila for about a 
week.  It provided excellent surfing 
conditions for the surfers but 
created some problems for marine 
patrols.

0
None 
Reported

2/7/2008 High Surf
Tutuila 

(south-facing 
shores)

-- 
High Surf Advisories were posted 
for all south-facing shores of the 
island of Tutuila for four days. 

0
None 
Reported

5/20/2008 High Surf
Tutuila 

(south-facing 
shores)

10-20

Heavy surf impacted most of south 
facings shores of Tutuila but most 
especially from Avau to Matu’u 
and from Alao to Cape Matatula.  
Surf of 20 feet forced the closure 
of Avau Beach on the 24th and the 
25th.  Some coastal flooding was 
reported during high tides from 
Pagai to Cape Matatula.  This high 
surf episode lasted from May 20th 
to the 26th. 

0
None 
Reported
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APPENDIX M - Tsunami Ready

As American Samoa remembers tsunami tragedy, territory declared ‘Tsunami Ready’1 
9/29/12 By Joyetter Feagaimaalii-Luamanu
reporters@samoanews.com

Today American Samoa marks the third year anniversary of the disaster that claimed the lives 
of 34 people, causing millions of dollars in damage to homes and property. Appropriately 
yesterday, American Samoa received its first certification as a Tsunami Ready community by 
the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration.

Details on the Tsunami Ready program were published in Friday’s edition.

The ceremony held at the government’s Fale Samoa at Utulei Beach Park, led off with an 
invocation by Rev. Dr. Fa’atauva’a Talamoni of the CCCAS in Pago Pago.

Addressing those gathered, Gov. Togiola Tulafono, said during the tsunami on September 29, 
2009 the territory’s preparation were not adequate, not good enough — and that makes today 
(Friday) just that much more special being told and being presented this blessing of readiness 
and preparedness — it should be comforting for all of us.

He thanked the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration and Federal Emergency 
Management Agency for being great partners and for all their efforts, which have enabled 
American Samoa to be certified Tsunami Ready.

The governor noted that before American Samoa was hit by the disaster, the NOAA office was 
trying to work with government to put in place a warning system.

“Everybody blamed everybody else in the world when the disaster struck. Unfortunately we 
concentrated only on the disaster and failed to recognize the efforts of NOAA and US Army 
that were conducted long before the disaster, and the efforts of Department of Homeland 
Security prior to the disaster, to help us get ready.  

“There were a lot of wonderful and great efforts that were ignored when we lost lives. “No one 
else cared about anything — all the criticism was focused on why the lives lost, nobody wants 
to lose anybody… that’s very clear, and if you listened to the news at that time, it makes it 
sound as if we didn’t care.  WE DID CARE,” he said.

(Togiola is referring to the community’s outrage that the siren system was not in place at the 
time of the 2009 disaster, despite the many years the Homeland Security office, which was 
under the governor’s office at the time, had to plan and implement the system.)

1	 Feagaimaalii-Luamanu. Joyetter. (2012). Samoa News - 9-29-2012. Retrived September 30, 2014 from http://www.samo-
anews.com/node/9927
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The governor said works have been in place since the disaster and resulted in a great day 
such as this. He quoted a message by Rev. Dr. Talamoni that knowing is only half the battle, 
the other half God will help us.

However, he noted that while he was walking the villages in Manu’a during his campaign for 
office, High Talking Chief Malaepule from Manu’a told him, “God’s blessings don’t come for 
free, you must work for it.”

The other half of the work is maintaining the systems so they are always ready. Togiola 
urged everyone to continue to be aware and prepared and to continue with the drills in the 
school, villages.

He added that we must never be a complacent community. “We have to keep up the 
vigilance. We can go from a tsunami ready community today and tsunami disasters 
tomorrow, very easily, don’t let up the effort.”

The governor acknowledged DHSS Director Mike Sala, Deputy Director Jacinta Brown and 
the DHSS employees.

He made special recognition of Brown noting that she been their brains and muscles 
throughout this project. Another person he acknowledged was Vinnie Atofau Jr. “These two 
are such hardworking smart individuals.”

Togiola also received recognition — a commendation letter and Tsunami Ready street 
signs presented to him by Pacific Regional Director NOAA/National Weather Service Jeff 
Ladouce.

Ladouce told the governor that he should be proud of this accomplishment, noting that he’s 
extremely pleased to be present to recognize the dedicated efforts of everyone, involved in 
achieving Tsunami Ready status. “Your demonstrated commitment to disaster preparation 
and to personnel safety is huge.”

The regional director recognized, the US Army Corps of Engineers, DHSS, FEMA, US 
Geological Survey, the National Park, and the local weather office. He said that on February 
2009 and later in July of that year they conducted training and outreach program that has 
been credited for saving thousands of lives just a couple of months later.

FEMA Region IX Administrator, Nancy Ward also gave remarks during the ceremony, 
noting that “while the pain of that day will be slow in receding for our fellow Americans 
who call Samoa home, the last 36 months have also brought some bittersweet progress that 
is as important to note as our collective losses.”

She said that FEMA is proud to have provided funding and technical expertise.
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“We are even prouder to be only one asset in the broad array of “Whole Community” 
organizations that have helped to reduce the tyranny of distance in American Samoa.

“So, on the third anniversary of a terrible chapter in American Samoa’s history, let us share 
some pride along with our prayers knowing that we have truly honored the lost by making 
future generations safer,” said Ward.
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APPENDIX N: 2003 Flood Mitigation Plan Recommendations

2003 Flood Mitigation Plan Recommendations
These are included for future references and were taken from the 2003 Flood Mitigation Plan.
Flood Mitigation Activities:  Short-Term Recommendations 
Short-term flood mitigation activities identified in the American Samoa Flood Mitigation Plan include 
general mitigation activities able to be implemented during in the first two years, given current resources and 
authorities.

1.	 Develop a sustained flood education and outreach program for American Samoa through the 
following actions:
•	 Provide additional flood mitigation and flood insurance information, such as that 

developed by FEMA/NFIP, Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), and information on 
flood-proofing methods to residents and businesses. For example, make information 
available on the Internet, at the public library, and in government offices.

•	 Publicize the availability of flood information in existing local media, such as newsletters, 
radio, and television.

•	 Develop a contact list of landowners, businesses (private architectural/engineering 
consultants), and local organizations that may have an interest in flood mitigation or 
flood response issues.

•	 Participate in a flood mitigation and emergency response workshop in coordination 
with Department of Commerce (DOC) and Territorial Emergency Management 
Coordinating Office (TEMCO). Invite private sector businesses and organizations to 
participate.

2.	 Amend the Floodplain Management Regulations and Zoning Ordinances to include additional 
provisions:
•	 Amend the Floodplain management regulations and zoning ordinances to better account 

for floodplain management.
•	 Update Flood Insurance Rate Maps. The American Samoa Government can coordinate 

with FEMA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to develop new FIRMs for the 
Territory.

•	 Increase the base elevation requirement for new construction in the 100-year floodplain 
to at least one-foot above base flood elevation. An increased elevation standard is one 
activity to receive credit from the NFIP Community Ratings System Program.

•	 Develop a digital Territory Hazards Map, overlaying building and land development with 
flood hazard overlay zones, delineated wetland areas, and special conservation areas. 
Flood and general grade elevation data should be shown on the map. Maps can then be 
made available as part of the site plan for the land use permit application.

•	 Hire a Floodplain Administrator to oversee Floodplain Management Regulations.
•	 Develop Storm Water Management Plan. Structural and non-structural techniques 

should be encouraged in public and private development projects.
•	 Require storm water management practices for new proposed land development through 

the PNRS.
•	 Enforce accepted storm water management practices in land use application reviews.
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•	 Develop policies and regulations for better land use planning and subdivision in 
development of communal and privately owned land.

•	 Work with villages and individual owners to preserve undeveloped open space, wetlands, 
and lowland rain forests.

•	 Investigate incorporation of specific floodways within certain 100-year flood plain areas. 
Develop an interior drainage master plan of streams and their tributaries to identify stream 
flow paths, drainage improvements, and stream bank stabilization measures to provide 
drainage easements.

•	 Increase setback distances to floodways and streams in flood-prone areas to provide an 
additional buffer for preventing residential encroachment.

•	 Generate a rainfall intensity curve for American Samoa, to be used in storm water 
calculations necessary for drainage design of proposed land development projects.

3.	 Identify, prioritize, and mitigate properties at risk to flooding through the following actions:
•	 Develop a list of improved structures within the Territory’s floodplains using hazard 

assessment methods and other available data sources.
•	 Develop criteria to prioritize the mitigation needs of improved structures in the floodplain. 

Possible criteria include: 
-	 Location in 100-year zone
-	 Existence of elevation certificates
-	 Available flood damage records
-	 Historical flood levels and damages

•	 Identify the mitigation activities appropriate for properties that are highest on the list of 
improved structures in the floodplain. Mitigation activities could include:
-	 Elevation of structure
-	 Acquisition/relocation

-	 Improved flood insurance coverage
•	 Identify and pursue funding for resource intensive mitigation activities (e.g., flood proofing, 

elevation, acquisition). Possible funding sources include the Flood Mitigation Assistance 
Program and Community Development Block Grants.

•	 Implement mitigation activities for prioritized locations.

4.	 Advocate limiting the impact of new road networks on the Territory’s floodplain.  Coordinate 
with the Department of Public Works to identify flood mitigation needs that can be 
coordinated with future road improvements.
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Flood Mitigation Activities: Long-Term Recommendations
Long-term flood mitigation activities recommended in the American Samoa Flood Mitigation Plan include 
activities likely to take more than two years to implement and that may require new or additional resources.

1.	 Reduce federal flood insurance premiums by pursuing a National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
Community Ratings System (CRS) rating through the following recommended actions:
•	 American Samoa Government staff should attend a CRS training workshop to learn the 

CRS administrative procedures. A weeklong CRS course for local officials is offered free 
at FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute. Identify activities that Samoan government 
officials must take in order to obtain credits with the CRS. The four categories of 
activities are:
-	 Public information
-	 Mapping and regulations
-	 Flood damage reduction
-	 Flood preparedness

2.	 Link floodplain hazards to the Parks Master Plan, Wetlands Management Plan, and the 
Tualauta County Master Plan.  Identify valuable wetlands and undeveloped parcels in the 
floodplain for possible acquisition as open space or conservation areas.


