Impediments to Fair Housing IN AMERICAN SAMOA
Neighborhood Survey

This survey is conducted to understand and assess the fair housing needs of the residents of American Samoa. Please answer to the best of your ability.  The information you provide will be confidential. Please do not complete this survey if you have already done so.

Please circle you race, color, or origin:

Samoan ________

Asian/Pacific Islander (Specify) 
__________
Caucasian ________
African/American_________  

Other (specify)_____________________________________________________ 

How long have you lived in American Samoa?     
Month(s) 
_____

Year(s)
_____
Please indicate the number of your household members:
Adults
_______

Children:
_______ 
Person(s) with Disability: 
_______
Elderly (age 65 +): 
_______
Total people:
_______

Do you own or rent your home? (Yes/No)
_______
How old is your home (in years)?


_______

 
Number of bedrooms?



_______

Please circle the type of home you live in:

House           Apartment          Duplex          Group Home          Mobile Home          
Other (describe) ____________________________________


Please circle your household’s yearly income range (from all sources):

Less Than         
 $10,000 - $15,000      
$15,001- $20,000

$20,001 - $25,000       
$25,001 - $30,000

$30,001 - $35,000       
$35,001 - More Than $40,000      

Please circle your highest level of education

Elementary (K-5)

Middle (6-8)        High School (9-12)       Less than 2 years 
College    


Finish College      Master Degree         

Other Please describe ______________________________

Please circle if your home has:

Indoor running
 Hot Water

Working bathtub


well
septic tank


connection to water and sink and/or shower public sewer

electricity     
insurance (renter’s or home owners)            
gas            
 air conditioning 

Please circle any programs you would be interested in:

education programs (esl-ged-Other)           
home owner education programs           
job training        

budgeting and recovering credit            
home improvement             
renter’s rights classes           
Fair housing law

Are you receiving any federal, state, or other monetary assistance?




YES

NO

Child Support
 
(

(            

Food Stamps

(

(
Welfare               
(

(
Disability              
(

(
Retirement
 
(

(
Other                  Please describe _____________________________

Discrimination in housing comes in many forms.  It is often difficult to detect.  Both federal and state laws make it illegal to deny housing to a person on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, or familial status.

Question 1 
Have you ever been discriminated regarding access to affordable housing?  If yes, please circle if this was for:

Rental



Sale

Please circle the reason for the unfair treatment you received:

race
sex
national orgin         familial status         color       Religion        disability / handicap

Please explain: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – Have you ever been the victim of housing discrimination through advertising? Example: Locals are encouraged to apply or only female applicants please.
Yes

No

If yes, please circle if this was for: 

Rental
Sale
Please circle the reason for the unfair treatment you received:

race
sex
national orgin         familial status         color        maritial status        disability / handicap   other

Please explain: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 3 – Have you ever been turned down for a loan to buy a house? 

Yes



No

Do you feel you should have been approved?  

Yes



No


Other   __________________
Please circle the reason for the unfair treatment you received: 

race
sex
national orgin         familial status         color        maritial status        disability / handicap

Please explain: ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Question 4 – Have you ever been asked to refinance your home to “consolidate” your bills or pay off debts? 

Yes



No


Other   __________________

What interest rate were you offered on a new loan?  __________________%

Has it been within the past three years? 

         Yes

                No


 
Predatory lending are abusive lending practices generally happen when a person has been taken advantage of through financing of a loan or the misuse of the collateral available (like equity in your home).  These loans tend to have high interest rates, outrageous fees, and unaffordable repayment terms.

Question 1 – Have you ever been the victim of predatory lending?  Yes____ No____

Question 2 – If yes, did you seek assistance and counseling?  
  Yes____ No_____  
Question 3- If you sought counseling, where did you go?
__________________
Question 4 – If you answered yes to the above, what was the final result of the counseling?

Refund 


Refinancing 

Restructuring of a loan


Other (please specify)
______________________

For those over 55 years of age or older, please answer these specific questions: 

1) Do you currently live in senior housing? 


YES

NO
If so, what type? (For example: restricted, assisted, etc.) __________________________________________________

2) Do you intend to move in the near future?


YES

NO
If so, why?  (For example: to be near family, physical needs, etc.) ___________________________________________

3) Could you afford assisted living if it were necessary?
YES

NO
4) Has your residence been modified for any disability?

YES

NO
If so, what was changed or added? (For example: wheel chair ramp, toilet seat, etc.) __________________________________________________________________________________

How was it financed? (For example: cash, home equity, personal loan, etc.) __________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for completing this survey.  If you have any questions, please contact the
Fair Housing Officer.
Fa’afeumalo Guthrie
A.P. Lutali Executive Office Building, 2nd Floor
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

Phone: (684) 633-5155

Email:  faafeu.guthrie@doc.as
Website: http://doc.as.gov
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