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The Economic Census provides a comprehensive source of information about the economy of the U.S. and its territories every five years.  The first economic census for American Samoa was held in 2002.  The most recent economic census was done in 2012 and the results are now presented to the public by the U.S. Census Bureau.
Mr. Lee Wentela, Chief of Economic Census Branch, U.S. Census Bureau, Washington D.C. is in the Territory to officially present the findings.  This event takes place at the Rex E. Lee Auditorium conference room on May 7, 2014 at 9:30 am.
The 2012 Economic Census covers 377 business establishments in American Samoa with paid employees.  These businesses had $1.2 billion in sales in 2012, employed 7,070 people and paid $114 million in annual payroll.  
Some other findings from the 2012 Economic Census: 
· Over half of businesses are owned by U.S. citizens or U.S. nationals. These businesses account for almost half of private sector employment.
· 55 businesses had 20 or more employees.  These businesses accounted for 83.2 percent ($960 million) of total sales and 75.7 percent (5,350) of total employment.
· Capital expenditures totaled $73.4 million.  Businesses invested $32.9 million in buildings and other structures and $40.6 million in machinery and equipment.  This is the first time that capital expenditures statistics have been collected for American Samoa.  The new data will help provide more complete inputs to the calculation of the gross domestic product (GDP).
· Businesses received 42.7 percent of their revenue from household consumers and individuals, while 12.0 percent of their revenues came from sales to governmental bodies.
Mr. Wentela thanked the local business community and his counterparts at the American Samoa Department of Commerce for their assistance.
“The accuracy of economic reports relies heavily on the availability of information and the cooperation of the business community.  This particular census had a response rate of approximately 90 percent.  I would like to thank all of the American Samoa businesses for their cooperation in providing the requested information.  In addition I would like to note the cooperation and support of the American Samoa Chamber of Commerce, the Statistics Division of the Department of Commerce, and the local media.” he said.
The report also includes information by district, county, industry, class of customer, ownership, size of business, payroll and fringe benefits, capital expenditures and business operating expenses. 
The statistics for American Samoa are available through the Census Bureau’s American FactFinder, an online search tool that allows users to access, filter, manipulate and extract statistics.  More information about the Economic Census of Island Areas is available at 
http://www.census.gov/econ/islandareas/index.html.
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